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The Saints of Caesar’s Household 


By Dorothy Brown Thompson 


All the saints salute you, especially they that are of Caesar’s 
household.—Philippians 4 : 22. 


i saints of Caesar’s household — Roman 
slaves 
In hateful bonds — and some of noble birth ; 
Captives of war, who, deeper than are graves, 
Have plumbed the deeps of misery on earth. 
Made strong by their new faith to grapple Fear, 
And ever, in their life, so near to Death, 
That they may feel the burning fagot near 
And fancy on pale cheek the lion’s breath. 
Greeting each other with a whispered, “ Peace! 
I know in Whom I have believed; and He 
Is able to sustain us; send surcease 
For troubled spirit ; and to keep for me _ 
What I’ve committed to Him ’gainst that day— 
That blessed day— oh, may it come with speed!” 


Then they, with eyes serene, go on their way, 
The saints of Caesar’s household—saints indeed! 








Apostasy’s Blasphemous Egotism 

Man now openly sets himself above Christ. Nor 
is it the professing atheist or infidel that does this, but 
actually the professing Christian. Dr. Shirley Jack- 
son Case, Professor of the History of Early Chris- 
tianity at the University of Chicago, is the spokesman 
of this unbelievably blasphemous egotism of the pre- 
dicted apostasy that must come before the Lord returns. 
Dr. Case’s new book, “Jesus Through the Centuries,” 
is being exploited by the University of Chicago Press 
and heralded in the newspapers. The Chicago Tribune 
reviews the book under the headline, “Moderns May 
Surpass Christ!” Speaking of our Lord only by his 
human name, never as Lord, Dr. Case says that He 
should no longer be considered a standard of perfec- 
tion. “Creative religious living,” says this apostate, 
“must strive not to imitate but to transcend all past 
and present standards, not excepting even the example 
and precepts of Jesus. ... His way of life is not nec- 
essarily to be our way of life.” If the Lord were 
living in America today, says Dr. Case, “we should 
not elect him President of the United States, or de- 
posit our savings in a bank under his management... . 
Perhaps we might even feel hesitation. in calling him 
to the pastorate of our family church.” We must not 
worship Christ, says this apostate teacher, but “we 
take our place. at his side while he worships — and 
we never find him worshiping himself.” Instead, “we 
tread with him the pathway of struggle toward the 
realization of worthy religious attainments in» the 
immediate contacts of life—and we never see him 
resting on past accomplishments, as though he had 
already attained to the ultimate goal. We do not 
ask him to tell us how we ought to worship 
or what we ought to do; we only ask the priv- 
ilege of close fellowship with him amid the charac- 
teristic scenes of his earthly career.” It is a blessed 


relief to turn from such tying words of darkness and 
sin and read the eternally true words of Scripture. 
There is no “struggle toward the realization of worthy 
religious attainments” in our Lord’s quiet word the 
night before his crucifixion, addressed to the Father: 
“I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do.” He did indeed rest on past accomplishments 
when he spoke those words, and also when he said on 
the cross, “It is finished.” He claimed sinlessness and 
perfection for himself: “I do always those things 
which please Him [the Father]. . . . Which of you 
convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:29, 46.) Satan once 
said, “I will be like the most High”; and God an- 
swered, “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell” 
(Isa. 14:14, 15). But of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom 
Dr. Case says he and other men can improve upon, we 
know that “God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 


Christ is Lord.” 
“— 


Procrastination’s Penalties 


It is twice as hard to do later anything that should 
be done now. Or it may be ten times as hard — the 
longer the delay, the greater the price we pay. And 
delay stirs up all kinds of other difficulties for us, 
often extra and unnecessary work. William Feather, 
who writes a daily message for the newspapers, called 
“A Business Man’s Philosophy,” said recently: “I 
have pondered a long time the following paragraph 
from ‘Amiel’s Journal,’ hoping that I might find words 
of my own to express the thought half as well. I find 
that I can’t, and so I quote: ‘Confusion is the enemy 
of all comfort, and confusion is born of procrastination. 
To know how to be ready we must be able to finish. 
Nothing is done but what is finished. The things which 
we leave dragging behind us will start up again later 
on before us and harass our path. Let each day take 
thought for what concerns it, liquidate its own affairs 
and respect the day which is to follow, and then we 
shall be always ready. To know how to be ready is 
at bottom to know how to die.” The colored 
preacher who said that “Procrastination is one of the 


fundamental doctrines of the Presbyterian Church” 
unconsciously hit more than the Presbyterians — it is 
to be feared that it is a cherished practice among all 
the churches as well as in the outside world. Delay 
means dragging dullness in our life; but we all know 
the exhilaration and positive thrill of getting a thing 
done on time. So God himself tells us: “Be instant 
in season, out of season,” for thus only shall we be 
“redeeming the time.” 
ya 


The Pardon 


To deserve penalty and receive pardon is a won- 
derful experience. The Philadelphia Public Ledger 
recently told of a convict, sentenced many years ago 
to serve six years in prison, who had broken jail six- 
teen years ago and had lived all these years as a free 
man, conducting an honest business, And now he 
was rearrested as an escaped convict. He was liying 
happily with his wife and two children when réar- 
rested, and his attorney brought the Governor of Ohio 
a petition signed by hundreds of the man’s neighbors 
asking for his pardon,—these signers included the 
school board, the local mayor, members of the borough 
council, and many others. The Governor, the paper 
tells us, “granted a complete and unconditional par- 
don.” Is it any wonder that the convicted and par- 
doned man “dropped into a chair and bowed his face 
in his hands and wept”? When his wife said, “Why, 
Daddy, you act as though you had been condemned in- 
stead of pardoned,” he answered: “Sometimes good 
news kills people. I’ve been torn to pieces these last 
few days.” But now he is a free man; not freed fur- 
tively and illegally but by an official and authoritative 
act, reinstated and honored by his fellow citizens. 
There are things we have all done, sixteen years ago 
or perhaps sixteen days ago, for which we deserve no «i 
pardon. The just penalty is disgrace and eternal 
death. But if we have received Christ as Saviour we 
have been “granted a complete and unconditional par- 
don” by the Judge and the King of kings. After his 
days of agony, being “torn to pieces” by doubt and fear, 
what peace this pardoned man must have felt! But 
God gives us a greater peace; for, “being justified by 
— we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

rist. 


Calendar Reform—a Mortal Blow at Religion 


institution than the calendar that has come down 

with little change for two thousand years, mark- 
ing the rise and fall of empires as it rolled along 
through the centuries. But interlocked with the cal- 
endar is the ancient Hebrew time unit, the week. The 
most distinctive holy days of both Jews and Christians 
are measured and fixed in terms of this septenary cycle. 
Thus a sacred institution is involved when calendar 
change is proposed. 

Who wants to change the calendar, and why? How 
will it affect holy days? These and other questions 
come immediately to one’s mind. This editorial will 
endeavor to answer them in order. 

As our modern business world has become increas- 
ingly complex, the keeping of accurate comparative 
Statistics has become of great importance. Large cor- 
porations wish to keep an accurate record of their 
affairs to know whether they are selling as much this 
month as iast, or this year as compared with last. 
Such comparative statistics are the chart and com- 
pass of our present business age. But as such figures 
have grown in importance the value of our 2000-year- 
old calendar has shrunk in the estimation of statisti- 
cians. The advent of so drab a thing as the adding 
machine is proving a greater threat against the life 
of the calendar than ever confronted it in the twenty 
centuries of changing empires through which it has 
passed. 

In former centuries men-were not greatly troubled 
over the fact that February, for example, had only 
28 days compared with January’s 31. But statisticians 
gnash their teeth in an attempt to make February’s 
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figures compare accurately with January’s. The same 
difficulty presents itself in varying degrees throughout 
the whole year. As if this were not enough, an added 
tantalization confronts them in the fact that some 
months have five Saturdays while the rest have only 
four. And Saturday means an abnormal volume of 
trade for various concerns, as compared with other 
days of the week. How compare a four-Saturday 
month with a five-Saturday one? All weekly mag- 
azines have this difficulty to meet. 

For these and other reasons business men have 
developed a growing antipathy to the present calendar. 
So plausible have been their indictments that they 
have persuaded an increasing number of business 
leaders to believe that something ought to be done 
about it. 

A decade ago the agitation for revision had already 
attained such dimensions that the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce at its 1921 meeting in London passed 
a resolution urging the League of Nations to give 
study to the question. This resulted in the appoint- 
ment by the League in 1923 of a special committee. 
This committee presented an extended report in 1926, 
expressing among other things the belief that more 
extended study should be given to the question in the 
various countries and suggesting that calendar com- 
mittees be appointed in every country. This sugges- 
tion was conveyed to the nations and resulted in the 
creation of calendar committees in a large number 
of countries, including the United States. 

For several years before the appointment of such 
a committee in the United States a great amount of 
calendar revision propaganda had been going on here. 
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Back in 1923 George Eastman, the kodak magnate 
whose recent suicide shocked the world, had come in 
contact with a promoter of calendar revision, Moses 
B. Cotsworth, who had invented a calendar that he 
declared would prove ideal for the business world. 
Mr. Eastman became so enamored of Cotsworth’s 
calendar that he soon began to flood the country with 
promotion literature in behalf of such revision. This 
heavily financed promotion reflected itself even in the 
halls of Congress, where a bill was introduced in 1928 
to empower the President to call an international con- 
ference to consider calendar revision. The public 
hearings on this bill lasted many days and included 
among those testifying a number of brilliant lights 
in the business ,and scientific world. The hearings 
revealed that quite a number of business concerns had 
already adopted for their private use a calendar an- 
swering closely to that proposed by Cotsworth. 

When a Calertlar Committee was. created in the 
United States, Mr. Eastman became chairman. How- 
ever, inasmuch as our country is not a member of 
the League of Nations no official cognizance was taken 
of the League’s suggestion that national committees be 
appointed, and Mr. Eastman proceeded privately to 
organize such a “National” committee. The only as- 
surance he received from the Government was _ that 
it had no objection to Governmertt officials serving on 
the committee in a private capacity. This point as to 
the relation of our Government to this “National” 
committee is an important one — it will be referred 
to again later. 

In May, 1931, a special meeting of certain League 
officials was held at Geneva to co-ordinate the reports 
from these various national committees, preparatory 
to submitting the .calendar question to the Fourth 
General Conference of the Committee on Communica- 
tions and Transit that was to meet in October. This 
Transit Committee is a very important one, possess- 
ing treaty-making power. At this Fourth General 
Conference 111 delegates from 42 countries were pres- 
ent. The fact that plans for calendar revision had 
taken such shape and substance as to reach this Tran- 
sit Committee and absorb the attention of the Con- 
ference for a whole week reveals how real, world-wide, 
and matured were the plans for calendar revision. 

However, the Conference did not take any action 
because, as stated in the Resolution adopted October 
19, the present troubled state of the world made it in- 
advisable to suggest calendar change. The Resolution 
gave as an added reason for not taking action the fact 
that on the one hand there was certain militant re- 
ligious opposition, and on the other a lack of agree- 
ment among calendar revisionists as to the best of two 
methods of revision. After setting forth these factors 
in the situation the Conference declared in the final 
paragraph of its five-page Resolution: 


In view of the situation set forth above, the Conference 
did not think fit ‘to express any opinion on the principle 
of calendar reform but the Advisory and Technical Com- 
mittee for Communications and Transit will follow the 
efforts which will doubtless continue to be made for the 
purpose of enlightening opinion as to the advantages or 
disadvantages of-reform. It will also keep the Govern- 
ments regularly informed on the matter. It will thus 
continue its task, which has always consisted, not in any 
particular propaganda, but in the impartial enlightenment 
of public opinion on an economic and social problem 
which, as experience has shown, and whatever the argu- 
ments advanced for or against the reform of the calendar, 
arouses a lively interest in a large number of countries 
throughout the world. 


In other words the calendar movement, while un- 
successful at this important meeting in Geneva, was 
not killed or even tabled. There is no reason to be- 
lieve that the highly organized and highly financed 
interests that have in one brief decade brought the 
question into such prominence will allow it to die 
down simply because they failed of their objective in 
this first test of strength. 

Now let us examine the relation of religion to this 
movement. The point where religion makes contact 
with each of the two plans seriously considered at 
Geneva is in the matter of the “blank day” which 
would be an integral part of each plan. 

It has long been the dream of various chronologists 
to devise a perpetual calendar. One of the greatest 
obstacles in the way is the fact that the year cannot 
be divided into ah exact number of weeks. The 365 
days of the year equal 52 weeks plus one day. ‘If it 
were not for that one extra day the year would always 
begin= with the same day of the week, with the ex- 
ception of leap-year irregularity. And how have the 
inventors of the proposed calendars solved the problem 
of this one surplus day? By a method so simple that 
it almost takes your breath away. They would throw 
it out of the count of the days of the week, making 
it a blank day so far as the weekly cycle is concerned. 

Let us presume that one of the two proposed cal- 
endars is set in operation on January 1, 1033. This 
was the date originally set by the aggressive calendar 
advocates, for the reason that that year starts with 
Sunday. Thus the calendar. would begin smoothly, with 
no split weeks between years. On through the months 
of that year we would go, with no disturbance to the 
weekly cycle, though with various adjustments to 
the length of months, depending on which of the two 
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proposed calendars was adopted.. Now, remembering 
that 52 full weeks equal 364 days, we see immediately 
that when we had lived through 364 days of the year 
1933 we would have come to the Saturday night which 
terminates the fifty-second week. 

We would retire that Saturday night, and awaken 
next morning to discover that it is not Sunday. This 
365th day is a blank day so far as the weekly cycle 
is concerned. Just what impressive name the calendar 
revisers plan to give it has not yet been revealed. 
But no matter what name, the fact would remain that 
this 365th day of the year would not be reckoned in 
the weekly cycle. We would retire on the night fol- 
lowing the blank day and arise the next morning to 
discover that our new calendar says “Sunday, January 
I, 1934.” Simpleé, is it not! But the whole idea of 
a fixed weekly day of worsnip or rest is sacrificed 
to the simplification of the calendar. 

If the 364th day, the last Saturday in the year 
1933, is the seventh day oi the week, as it is, then the 
next day, the 365th day of the year, is certainly the 
first day of the week. And by simple addition we dis- 
cover that New Year’s Day of 1934 is really the second 
day of the week, even though the calendar would 
label it “Sunday.” The mere fact that some ingenious 
calendar inventors propose that the 365th day be skip- 
ped in reckoning the septenary cycle cannot alter the 
arithmetical fact that this 365th day is the first day 
of the true, historical week. One would feel guilty 
of expressing a truism in stating that the first day of 
the week follows immediately on the heels of the 
seventh day, were it not that the calendar revisers 
have done all in their power to obscure this simple 
yet important fact. 

They have endeavored to convey the idea that noth- 
ing of vital importance to religion would occur at the 
close of each year, and that only the Jews and a few 
Sabbatarian Christians raise any protest. But this 
attempt to give a sectarian turn to the question is 
only a subterfuge, a smoke screen to hide the real 
dimensions of the problem. This is no petty sectarian 
question — unless the weekly cycle is something sec- 
tarian. Every man who believes that God set apart 
as holy a certain day of the week—jit matters not 
whether he believes the first day or the seventh day 
of the week is the sacred day—has a vital interest 
in this calendar -issue. 

The devout first-day Christian would be the first 
to be confronted with the problem. When he retired 
on that last Saturday night of the year 1933 he would 
have to decide whether to follow his life-time practice 
of recognizing the following day—the first day of 
the next week, the blank day—as a day of rest and 
worship. Logic, faith in God’s Word, and simple 
arithmetic would demand such a course. To wait 
until the newly invented New Year’s Day of 1934 to 
worship, simply because that day has been labeled 
“Sunday” by some Twentieth Century calendar inven- 
tors, would be to admit that, so far from God’s having 
set apart a certain definite day of the week, men may 
annually juggle their sacred days as best suits the in- 
terest of the business world. And that juggling would 
be annual, for at the end of every year there would 
be a blank day. Think of the confusion worse con- 
founded that would develop! 

As has just been explained, in the new calendar 
the count of the days would begin all over again with 
the so-called “Sunday,” New Year’s Day, 1934. But 
the blank day, immediately preceding, was the real 
first day of the week. Thus “Sunday,” January 1, 
would actually be the second day of the week. “Mon- 
day” would really be the third day of the week, “Tues- 
day” the fourth, “Wednesday” the fifth, “Thursday” 
the sixth, “Friday” the seventh, and “Saturday” in 
the new manipulated calendar would really be the first 
day of the next or true week. The first-day Chris- 
tian would be worshiping on the calendar “Saturday” 
during 1934, and the seventh-day Christian would be 
worshiping on “Friday.” When the blank day is 
added at the close of 1934 it would simply mean that 
the weekly holy day would move one day farther back, 
and the first-day Christian would worship on the 
calendar “Friday” during 1935, the Sabbatarian on 
“Thursday.” The reader can carry this on for the 
following years, not forgetting to add an extra blank 
day in the middle of leap years. 

The simple facts are these: If a man does not 
believe that God would have us observe a certain day 
of the week as holy, then he has no religious opposi- 
tion to the blank-day principle. But if he does believe 
God would have us honor a particular day of the 
week, then he is irreconcilably opposed to this scheme 
that would annually break t 1e continuity of the weekly 
cycle. The newness of the whole idea, and the speed 
with which the calendar promoters have moved, doubt- 
less explains why so little opposition thus far has 

“been voiced by religious groups. 

However, as the matter has been explained to re- 
ligious leaders it has resulted in vigorous adverse 
statements in some instances. For example, the Dis- 
ciples Church has gone on record against any calendar 
revision that incorporates a blank day, and their pro- 
test was presented at the recent Conference in Geneva. 
At this same Conference the protest of the Lord’s 
Day Observance Society of Great Britain was also 
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presented; this protest declared that the proposed 
change “would outrage the religious convictions of 
British Christians.” Canon Hellins of the Church 
of England, in speaking before the Conference, read 
a resolution that had. been passed by the House of 
Convocation of Canterbury on April 28, 1925, to the 
following effect: “It is not desirable to disturb the 
regular incidence of the Sunday by excluding one or 
two days from the sequence of the days of the week.” 
The strong protests of Jews and Seventh-day Chris- 
tians were also registered with the Conference. 

The next opportunity that the calendar revisers will 
have to bring the question to a head will be at the 
1935 General Conference of the Transit Committee in 
Geneva. We may naturally expect that they will work 
zealously in the interim to generate support for cal- 
endar revision. And in no country may we expect 
their activity to be more pronounced than in America, 
where a highly efficient propaganda organization has 
been operating for years under the impressive title, 
“The National Committee on Calendar Simplification 
for the United States.” While this so-called National 
Committee has unlimited money behind it, the fact 
should be remembered that it bears no official rela- 
tion to the Government. Our Government is not com- 
mitted to any calendar revision scheme. The next 
few years will, probably reveal whether our nation, 
along with others, will be committed to some plan that 
will disrupt the historic week. The calendar revision- 
ists have had their innings for a decade; it is time 
now that all those who oppose such revision raise 
their voices. 
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When Do You Want the Answers? 


Your plan of publishing answers to Lesson Ques- 
tions in the issue of THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
the week following the questions themselves is with- 
out any adequate explanation that I can think of. 
On the contrary it is a disadvantage, a distinct and 
even tantalizing disadvantage to those who fail to get 
the succeeding issue in time for lesson preparation. 
I am satisfied that all who use the T1MEs to prepare 
the lesson would be greatly aided in time and con- 
venience if the answers appeared in the same issue 
with the questions; if in the same column, *imme- 
diately following the questions, all the better for those 
most deeply concerned.—An Illinois reader. 


Do other readers who use the Questions for Teacher 
and Class given every week in THE SunpAay ScHOOL 
Times (they appear in this issue on page 184) agree 
with the Illinois reader in preferring to have the an- 
swers given in the same issue, either at the end of 
the questions themselves or perhaps on a later page, 
rather than in the issue of the following week? The 
thought of the editors in publishing the answers the 
following week was that the holding over of the an- 
swers might be an incentive to study them out for 
oneself, whether teacher or pupil. An editorial sug- 
gestion made in the note accompanying each week’s 
set of questions is the following: “Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different members 
of your class, letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue?” 
If this is done, and the teacher brings the answers 
the following week, there would seem to be somewhat 
greater interest in digging out the questions and hav- 
ing to wait a little to know the correct answer. But 
if readers would rather have the answers in the same 
issue the Times will gladly make this change if they 
will write and say so, addressing Questions Editor, 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. Any suggestions will be wel- 
comed, also, as to ways in which the Lesson Ques- 
tions may be made still more useful to teachers and 
classes. 

Have you noticed another question feature appearing 
each week both in THE Sunpay ScHoo. Times and 
in CHRISTIAN YoutH—the weekly paper published 
by The Sunday School Times Company for young peo- 
ple? It is a novel plan and many classes are finding 
a new interest in home study of the lessons by using 
it. It appears on page 186 in this issue of the Tres, 
and the questions are based on material given on the 
same lesson in CHRISTIAN YOUTH. Young folks search 
out the answers to these questions by studying the 
lesson helps in Curist1AN YoutH. With the Trues 
and CuristiAN YoutH in hand a Sunday-school is 
equipped for a really compelling study and teaching 
of the Uniform Lessons—and these two papers are 
free from the unsound and unscriptural teaching found 
in so many lesson helps today. If your class is not 
yet taking CurisTIAN ‘YOUTH, you can try it for ten 
weeks for ten cents a pupil if your subscription covers 
five or more copies mailed to one address, by ordering 
it from The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Looking back over five years of testing—and 
victory through the power of God 








Was It the End of Foreign Missions in China ? 


By Robert H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S., "tein. thuted'miton 








HEN in the summer of 1927 the China Inland 

Mission, in common with the other mission- 

ary agencies in China, was forced to suspend 
largely its operations, and most of its missionaries 
in the interior, numbering at that time close upon a 
thousand, were compelied by consular orders to with- 
draw to the coast because of the threatening situation 
created by the new and_ bitter anti-foreign and anti- 
Christian agitation stirred up by the Communists, the 
Mission faced one of the greatest crises in its long 
history. It was a sad hour for the missionaries and 
for the Mission, and from the human point of view 
the outlook was dark enough. The blow came so 
suddenly and unexpectedly that it was difficult at the 
time for those most intimately affected to realize what 
had happened, and the meaning of it all. 

On every hand the question was to be heard: “Is 
this the end of the foreign missionary enterprise in 
China?” There were many who were quite ready 
to give an affirmative answer. This included, of 
course, the habitual critics and avowed enemies of 
missions abroad, as well as those at home who “don’t 
believe in foreign missions.” But there were also far 
worthier persons than these — missionaries, for in- 
stance, temporarily stunned by the experiences of suf-, 
fering and danger through which they had passed, 
and also faithful supporters in the home lands — who 
were tempted to doubt whether, in the face of what 
had taken place and the serious situation still existing, 
missionary societies could hope to continue work in 
China. 


The Mission’s Answer 


It will readily be appreciated that for the China 
Inland Mission the question was one of vital import. 
As being much the largest Mission laboring in China, 
in point of the number of its workers and also the 
wide distribution of its work, it had borne its full 
share of the brunt of the attack and of the heavy 
losses entailed. Moreover, unlike some other societies, 
its work lay wholly in China, so that its very existence 
was at stake. Yet it can truthfully be said that not 
for a moment, at any stage of the troubles, did the 
leaders and workers of the Mission entertain any doubt 
as to the continuance of their missionary efforts. This 
was not because they laid claim to any greater wisdom 
or clearer foresight than was possessed by those who 
felt differently. Their attitude was prompted simply 
by two fundamental considerations. The first of these 
was that Christ’s Great Commission to preach the 
Gospel to every creature had not been revoked but 
was still in force. The second was that there were 
yet many millions in Chifia who had never had their 
first chance to hear the Gospel. True, there were 
the Chinese Christians who, if the foreign mission- 
aries were excluded, would continue the work of wit- 
nessing for Christ. Yet it was clear that the Chinese 
churches must still have the help of foreign mis- 
sionaries if the urgent task of reaching the entire 
living generation of Chinese with the Gospel was to 
be accomplished. Face to face with these facts, how 
could missionary work possibly be at an end? No, 
it must still go on, whatever the cost might be. 

This conclusion, it need scarcely be said, rested upon 
a firm conviction of the absolute need of every soul 
in China for the Gospel as the only means of salvation, 
and hence upon the conviction also that the primary 
missionary duty and task imposed by Christ’s Great 
Commission is that of direct evangelism with a view 
to winning individuals to a new life in Christ, gather- 
ing them into indigenous churches and building them 
up in Christian faith and practice, to the end that 
they will: propagate their faith, win others to the 
Saviour, and exert a vital and ever increasing spir- 
itual and moral influence in the community and nation. 
Whatever other conclusion might be reached, in the 
situation that the missionary body in China faced in 
1927, by those whose conception of the missionary task 
was different, whose activities lay mainly along the 
lines of higher education and social service, and whose 
large and costly institutional plants were in many 
instances badly damaged or destroyed or else taken 
possession of by the Chinese, was manifestly their re- 
sponsibility. To them the new and unpropitious condi- 
tions might not unnaturally suggest a temporary or 
even permanent suspension of operations or alteration 
of plans. But for the China Inland Mission, which 
had all along made direct evangelism and the cultiva- 
tion of the indigenous church its chief concern and 
effort, the path of duty was clear. Obedience to 
Christ’s command and compassion for the millions of 
unreached souls laid their constraint upon its workers 
and made any thought of giving up the task impos- 
sible. The large groups of C. M. missionaries 


Two hundred new missionaries have recently 
gone out to China under the China Inland Mission. 
This has occurred since the Communists inflamed 
the Chinese against all foreigners. Many were 
asking whether missionary work in China was 
over. But when all seemed at a standstill the 
members of the China Inland Mission set them- 
selves to fast and pray, and to go forward in 
God’s strength. 


Dr. Glover tells the thrilling story, and he and the 
other officers and missionaries unite in giving all 
the glory to God. It will be a challenge not only 
to all foreign missions, but to all Christians every- 
where, to trust God as never before and to go 
forward in his name. 








gathered at Shanghai and other coast ports, there- 
fore, gave themselves to united and persistent prayer 
for the reopening of the door into the interior. 

But this interval of missionary evacuation was for 
the C. I. M. workers a time not only of prayer but 
of deep heart searching as well. Thus abruptly ejected 
from their spheres of labor, and with the door of 
opportunity closed behind them, the question pressed 
persistently upon their minds as to whether they had 
done all they might have done to carry out the Mas- 
ter’s will and commission while the opportunity had 
been theirs. That there had been much faithful and 
sacrificial labor was true beyond all question. There 
was a great deal for which to praise God unfeignedly. 
Had he not enabled the Mission to penetrate eleven 
unoccupied inland provinces and to open three hundred 
main stations throughout fifteen provinces and in far- 
away Chinese Turkestan? _And had not the divine 
blessing signally rested upon the work, as evidenced 
by the open confession of the Saviour in baptism of 
upward of 125,000 to date, and by the development of 
Chinese Christian character and leadership and the sub- 
stantial progress of many of the churches in self-sup- 
port and self-extension? 

All this was indeed encouraging. But now this 
sudden and unexpected contingency turned the mis- 
sionaries’ thoughts from what had been done to what 
yet remained to be done, and the contemplation of the 
vast proportions of the task still remaining solemnized 
all hearts. In prayerful conference together the mem- 
bers of the Mission covenanted with God that if he 
would reopen for them the door of opportunity they 
would give themselves with even greater zeal and 
courage to the unfinished task of China’s complete 
evangelization. 


The Courageous Call for New Recruits 


To this end it was resolved that if and when the 
missionaries returned to the interior it would be to 
turn over to Chinese workers in ever increasing 
measure the care and direction of existing churches 
and local work, and thus to set a large proportion of 
the missionaries free for an aggressive evangelistic 
advance into new territory. A fresh and thorough 
survey of unoccupied areas throughout China was 
made, and on the basis of this survey the lines of 
new advance were determined, and it was also agreed 
that two hundred new missionaries were needed as 
the minimum of reinforcements to enable the Mission 
to carry forward its projected plan of expansion. 

After much prayer, and with a deep conviction that 
they were being guided by the Holy Spirit, the Mis- 
sion’s executive officers at Shanghai sent to the home 
lands an appeal for two hundred new recruits to be 
sent to China within two years. Such an appeal might 
well be regarded as a courageous one at any time. 
But in the light of the existing disordered and menac- 
ing conditions in China and the grave financial de- 
pression in all the home countries it was the more 
daring. It came as a startling contrast to the pre- 
vailing policy and program of retrenchment in mis- 
sionary circles and was indeed a high challenge to 
faith. But the home centers of the Mission accepted 
this challenge, gave publicity to the appeal, and waited 
much on God for its success. 

It is not surprising that such an effort to secure 
reinforcements to carry the emancipating Gospel far- 
ther into the dark regions dominated by Satan should 
encounter his stubborn opposition. In each of the 
home lands such opposition was distinctly met, in the 
form at times of a dearth of candidates and at other 
times of difficulties connected with the cases of those 
who offered for service. It required prayer, much 
prayer, and still more prayer to carry forward the 
recruiting campaign. At one juncture the sense of 
the enemy’s resistance was so strongly felt that the 


Mission’s General Director, then in England, was con- 
strained to propose a special day of prayer and fasting 
throughout the Mission. February 10, 1931, was thus 
observed, both in China and in all the home lands, 
and with such marked effect that through the mighty 
working of God applications for service at once began 
to increase, and the long and arduous task of giving 
careful consideration to candidates moved steadily on 
to completion. 

Before the end of 10931, the time specified in the 
appeal, the last recruits needed to complete the two 
hundred were actually on their way to China. Praise 
is due to our heavenly Father not only for giving 
the two hundred asked for, but also for providing, 
at a time of world-wide financial straitness, the funds 
to send them out, and this without any curtailment 
whatever in the support of the existing work and 
workers. The substantial increase also during the 
past year of Prayer Union members, who give them- 
selves to systematic intercession for the work and 
workers in China, is an added cause for encouragement 
and praise, for experience as well as the Word of God 
has taught the Mission that the measure of support- 
ing prayer is the real criterion of its true success. 

Meanwhile, at the field end the Forward Move- 
ment has actually been launched and is well under 
way. From center after center in the various prov- 
inces the workers have pushed out into new areas, and 
despite the well-nigh impossible situation created by 
political strife, banditry, Communism, and a tragic 
succession of dire calamities such as famine, flood, 
and pestilence, they have pressed forward with cour- 
age and vigor, undaunted by difficulties and dangers. 
Already more than a score of new centers have beea 
occupied, but, in addition to this, a host of other 
places have been worked by Gospel teams and literally 
hundreds of thousands of Chinese have heard of the 
Saviour for the first time. 


A Year of Victory and Blessing 


The scope of this advance has been a wide one, 
embracing many neglected towns and villages in the 
more thickly populated central provinces, as well as 
hill tribes and Moslem communities in the outlying 
provinces to the southwest and northwest, while still 
more far-reaching efforts are in planning for Chinese 
vn and the border regions of Tibet and Mon- 
golia. 

The proportions of the task ahead are tremendous, 
and its attendant features are such as to appal the 
stoutest heart apart from the sustaining strength of 
God. But he has wonderfully upheld his servants and 
wrought in their behalf. In spite of constantly beset- 
ting dangers and vicissitudes in the year just ended 
the Mission has been spared the loss of a single one 
of its missionaries by violent death: Better still, the 
year has been one of the most fruitful in the Mission’s 
history in point of the number of conversions and 
baptisms, as well as in the spiritual development of 
many of the Chinese churches and their leaders. 

If the above recorded dealings of God with this 
one missionary agency are designed to furnish any 
lessons to his people in these days, we venture to 
believe tnat one such lesson is the pressing home of 
the truth of. the inspired text “If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31), or, in other words, 
a strengthening of the conviction that in undertaking 
a task enjoined by him, and thus unquestionably in 
line with his will, we may count absolutely upon his 
presence, his power, and his sure and sufficient re- 
sources of every kind, regardless of all earthly condi- 
tions. Alike amidst the turmoil and conflict in China 
and the financial perplexities in England and America, 
he is the same God over all, unchanged and unchang- 
ing, undaunted and undismayed. His promises have 
not been outlawed by time but stil! stand assured, 
every one of them. He yet answers prayer and works 
for him that waits for him, so that: 

“They who trust Him wholly find Him wholly true.” 
_ If Christ’s Great Commission is still in force, with 
its imperative and unqualified “Go ye,” as it surely 
is, then his accompanying personal promise, “Lo, I 
am with you alway,” is likewise in force and unaf- 
fected by conditions of whatsoever kind. Surely, then, 
he would have his missionary servants move forward 
unhesitatingly, fearing nothing, doubting nothing, in 
unquestioning obedience and implicit. confidence. When- 
ever and wherever they choose and dare to do so, he 
will vindicate their action and see them through, what- 
ever the circumstances may be. And the human 
exigencies and impossibilities of the situation will* but 
serve the more to magnify his power and exalt his 
name. : 

Far too long has the Church lingered in the carry- 
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ing out of her Master’s bidding. The completion of 
the task of giving the Gospel to the entire world is 
long overdue. May the above example stir many an- 
other missionary agency to attempt greater things 
for God and to expect greater things from God, to 
the end that very soof there shall no longer be any 
such thing as an unoccupied mission field, but every 
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land and every creature shall have had the joyful 
message of the world’s Saviour. In the words of 
Samuel J. Mills, the progenitor of North American 
missionary effort, “We can do this thing if we will.” 
Then let us WILL to do it, to the glory of God and 
for the sake of dying men. 


GERMANTOWN, Pa. 
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who first met in April, 1925, in Pittsburgh, in 

the midst of difficulties and problems that were 
humanly insurmountable. .They were twelve men, 
representing six different institutions, who had a great 
burden on their hearts for the students in the the- 
ological seminaries and colleges of our land whose 
faith is being swept away by the destructive teaching 
now so widespread. What could be done to show 
students that there are yet many who are not afraid 
to come out boldly and proclaim their faith in the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God and that there 
is reasonable ground for this faith? They felt the 
need of united witness. After much prayer and prep- 
aration the Constitution of the League of Evangelical 
Students was formulated. Qualifications for member- 
ship in the League are: “Faith in the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God, and acceptance of the funda- 
mental truths of the Christian religion such as: the 
Trinity, the virgin birth of Christ, his divine and his 
human nature, his substitutionary atonement, his res- 
urrection from the dead, and his coming again.” 

The First Annual Convention of the League was 
held in November, 1925, at Grand Rapids, Mich. The 
Seventh Annual National Convention has just recently 
been held in Pittsburgh, February 12-14, and the 
sessions, with the exception of the closing meeting 
Sunday evening, were held at the Point Breeze Pres- 
byterian Church. The number registered was 103, 
representing 2 Bible schools, 11 theological seminaries, 
and 15 colleges. ; 

Dr. R. J. G. McKnight, president of the host semi- 
nary, Dr. J. Gresham Machen of Westminster Semi- 
nary, Philadelphia, and Dr. Leander S. Keyser of 
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio, spoke in 
defense of the Faith on “Is Modernism Really Better?” 
“The Perils of Neutrality,” and “The Greatness of 
Christian Faith,” the latter emphasizing that “whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin” and that “Christian faith is 
a personal trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation.” Thomas M. Chalmers, in speaking on the 
subject “To the Jew First,” brought to the attention 
of the Convention the world significance of the Jew 
who is coming to the front in national and interna- 
tional affairs. He urged all present to seek contacts 
with Jews in order to win them to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. At the closing meeting of the Convention, held 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Dr. Clarence E. 
Macartney preached a powerful sermon on “The 
Doubter’s Dialogue — the Bible.” 

Greetings were sent from the Convention to three 
similar organizations— The Inter Varsity Christian 
Fellowship of Canada, the Reformed Student Move- 
ment of Holland, and the Inter Varsity Fellowship of 
Evangelical Unions of Great Britain. 

Thrilling in interest to all were the reports given 
by League delegates, officers, William J. Jones the 
General Secretary, and regional secretaries. They told 
of activities carried on throughout the past year. One 
public session was entirely devoted to hearing some of 
these reports. 

Delegates reported daily or weekly prayer-meetings 
of their chapter members on the campus. In most 
chapters weekly Bible study classes and discussion 
groups are held and deputation work is being done. 
One student in giving the report of a seminary in 
the East said; “It is a very great Christian joy to 
report that All students are members of the League 
of Evangelical Students. The question arises, just 
what is the purpose of having a League at such a place? 
Some say there’s nothing to do. I was talking to one. 
. - . He couldn’t see the purpose because the students 
are all Christians. We tried to tell him that there 
were lots of students in the student world who needed 
our testimony.” In telling of deputation work in a 
number of colleges he continued: “Let me give you 
the picture of the average need of the college campus. 
Just a few weeks ago the president and several students 
made a trip and found students just longing for fellow- 
ship. They would not let us go, begging us to stay. 
We ended up by having a prayer group and Bible 
study. Just to see the appreciation and the joy of 
this group was joy which was compensation to us who 
visited them.” 

Another delegate from a theological college in New 
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England said in his report: “We opened the year 
with fine enthusiasm in our Regional Conference. .. . 
In connection with the direct work of the League we 
try to carry out the: work of Scripture distribution. 
... We are trying to send out a good many more, but 
lack of funds is our greatest handicap. We are trying 
to do deputation work in churches.” 

Several chapters reported holding meetings at mis- 
sions, open air services, and rreaching on street cor- 
ners. A seminary student after hearing several reports 
and when called on for his report said: “We haven't 
any higher criticism. We can report one hundred 
percent membership. Up to this hour, perhaps, we 
didn’t know just why we belonged to the League. 
We didn’t have any fight to bring out the backbone. 
You came to us with something we believe, conse 
quently it was a formal connection.” He continued 
that he had been impressed with the reports of activ- 
ities and how the fellows were not adhering to dead 
orthodoxy but preaching on street corners, at missions, 
and elsewhere. His report ended with the words, “I 
think we have a vision of a task, and after we get to 
work we shall have more good effect in the League.” 

A delegate from a denominational college in the 
East said he had been told by the college president that 
the League chapter was there on probation. Con- 
tinuing the report, he said: “Our emphasis is on 
personal work. No man who is not ‘born -again’ — 
who: cannot present some evidence —is allowed to be- 
come a member. We aim to be evangelistic, and our 
chief work is the personal work.” He also told of 
devotional and Bible study meetings, giving out books 
in defense of the Faith, and deputation work to sev- 
eral colleges. 

The president of the chapter in a big Eastern Uni- 
versity, in reporting on his chapter, told of sending 
out letters to five hundred freshmen inviting them to 
a meeting to which only three responded! The chap- 
ter is not daunted, however, and is continuing activ- 
ities and witnessing in various ways. A girl from an 
Eastern women’s college told of how last year the 
existence of their League chapter was threatened be- 
cause of opposition on the campus, but they prayed 
through and God gave them wonderful victory and 
blessing. Recently through the efforts of some of their 
members a teacher has been brought to Christ. 

A delegate from a large university in the Middle 
West reported: “There are thirteen or fourteen thou- 
sand students in our school. This is the first year 
that there has been any work organized on the campus. 
So fak as the internal working of our group is con- 
cerned, we have had varied meetings. . . . We have 
had one mass meeting with Dr. Machen as speaker. 
Two hundred and fifty or three hundred students were 
there. . . . In our personal work we know of one 
soul saved, one who has been led to Jesus Christ. 
And yet we look like an awfully small group in such 
a large school. The responsibility is tremendous. It 
takes grace and the power of God.” 

Several other students from colleges where there 
is no League chapter told of their desire to have the 
League, but said the college authorities would not 
allow them to organize. , 

A very interesting report was given by a representa- 
tive of the Wheaton College Scripture Distribution 
Society. One hundred and five thousand Gospels were 
given out at football games in and around Chicago 
last year and the way opened for mailing more to 
several great universities. This year twenty thousand 
were given out at the game between Northwestern 
and the University of California, and since then other 
student bodies have been reached. “On the fly leaf 
of each Gospel is attached a slip which is to be re- 
turned upon completion of the Gospel. Many of these 
have been returned, together with interesting letters 
which evidence the working of the Holy Spirit in the 
lives to whom Gospels have been sent. A good exam- 
ple is found in a letter written by one college student. 
He writes, ‘Dear Sirs: I read the little booklet, the 
Gospel of St. John, through. I didn’t intend to — but 
somehow I got started. I never have gone to any 
church, my parents are evidently interested in no re- 
ligion, and never in my life have I done anything 
but scoff at the idea of God and the rest of the propa- 
ganda as I called it. But today, strangely, I am moved 
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to find out more about this—this Christianity idea. 
I have no beliefs, and through so long having closed 
my mind deliberately to things of this kind, I am 
skeptical, but for once in my life interested.’ Catho- 
lics, Jews, and students of no religious denomination 
at all, as well as members of many Protestant denomi- 
nations have written in requesting further Scripture 
literature. Upon receiving these requests a copy of 
St. Paul’s Epistles is mailed to the student, together 
with personal letters from one of the Wheaton students 
giving -his own personal testimony, explaining the way 
of salvation, and encouraging further correspondence. 
Eternity alone- will reveal the results of this witness- 
ing for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ... New 
societies have been formed and their. work has been 
equally blessed. . . . Chapters of the League who are 
looking for a definite opportunity to serve their Lord 
and Master may perhaps find the answer to their 
prayers in the work of the Scripture Distribution So- 
ciety. . . . Ours is the opportunity to take God at 
his word and to see his faithfulness as we Rive our- 
selves whole-héartedly to his task.” 

The students returned to their scattered institutions 
with an enthusiastic desire to achieve yet greater re- 
sults in His name and win more souls to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It is good to know that the purposes of the League 
are: “(a) To bear corporate witness among students 
that ‘there is none other name [than Jesus Christ — 
Acts 4: 12] under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved’; hence, (6) to promote active efforts 
by its members to win individual students to personal 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as only Saviour and Lord; 
and (c) to present and publish periodically specific 
and cumulative evidences of the truths of evangelical 
Christianity.” These three aims should guard the 
League against the extremes of mere emotionalism, 
not firmly based on sound doctrine; and, on the other 
hand, against a dead intellectualism that cannot trans- 
form men’s lives. None of these purposes can be 
accomplished without persistent, fervent prayer. 

As the members and officers of the League look back 
over the past seven years their hearts are full of praise 
for what God has done and the wonderful ways in 
which he has guided his children in the face of much 
opposition. There are now thirty-six League chapters 
and two or three affiliated groups, and “there re- 
maineth yet very much land to be possessed.” Will 
you who read this pray for all connected with the 
League that urgent needs may be supplied? ~ Calls 
come to the General Secretary to visit colleges at many 
distant points, and institutions yet untouched could be 
reached if means were available. Besides the other 
literature put out by the League a prayer bulletin has 
recently been issued. Any desiring information or 
literature or wishing to send contributions may write 
to the General Secretary, William J. Jones, Box 455, 
Wheaton, Iil. 
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Times has blazed a new trail by bringing to- 
gether information making up what is probably 
the largest Radio Directory of sound evangelical Chris- 
tian broadcasts ever published. The Directory ap- 
peared in the Times for March 28, May 30, 1931; Jan- 
uary 23, 1932. 
he Times intends to limit its Radio Directory to 
such broadcasts as stand without reservation for the 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith, and sta- 
tions and speakers have been asked whether their 
broadcasts represent such doctrines of the Scriptures. 

The Directory does not include music hours or 
services as such, but only preaching and teaching 
services. , 

The Kilocycle Index is given on page 187. 

Even with the great care and extended effort that 
have gone into preparing this Radio Directory, unin- 
tentional mistakes may have been made, and stations 
or services doubtless have -been omitted that should 
be included. The editors will welcome further letters 
from readers giving any. needed information, especially 
the names of stations or services they think should be 
included. In writing such letters readers are asked 
to observe carefully the following: 


The information should be sent in typewriting. 

The exact hour should be given. 

The name of the organization, speaker, city, and 
state. 

The station call letters. 

The kilocycle frequency of the station. 

The following is a list of new broadcasts for which 
information has been received by the Times since the 
Directory was last published, and also a few correc- 
tions of information pfeviously given in the Times: 

Daily (Except Sunday) 


830-9 A. M. (E. T.)}—Evangelist Charles E. Neigh- 
bour, Philadelphia ..... bcavensbects ccvesecccsceeee WRAX 

















Lesson for April 17 


8.30-9 A. M. (E. T.)—Grace Gospel Church, S. R. 

Parrett, Pastor, Mansfield, Ohio .............+4 Wwyw 
8.45-9 A. M. (C. T.)—Devotions, Christian and Mis- 

sionary Alliance, H. E. Weinzierl, Pastor, Royal 

Oak, Mich. ..ciccccccccccvecccedsepsicscacececcores WEXL 
9-9.30 A. M. (E. T.)—Business Men’s Pocket Testa- 

ment League of Ohio, Don. R. Falkenberg, 

Secretary, Columbus, Ohio ......ssecseeeeeeees WAIU 


Sunday 

7.45 A. M. (C. T.)—Gospel Tabernacle, Christian and 

Missionary Alliance, C. W. McCann, Pastor, 

Memphis; Tenn. .........cccccceccesscssccnsccecces WREC 
8.30-9 A. M. (E. T.)—Christian Fisherman’s Society, 

South Baptist Church, W. Wyeth Willard, Pas- 

tor, Providence, R. [. 21.2... eeeeeseeeeeeeeeneeeees WEAN 
9.30-9.45 A. M. (C. T.)—Berkley Alliance Radio 

Chapel, H. E. Weinzierl, Pastor, Royal Oak, Miche WEXL 
9.30-10.4 A. M. (C. T.)—St. Peter’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), Carl Kurth, 

Pastor, Joliet, IN. ........ccccceeeecseececcscccccnes WCLS 


10.30-12 A. M. (E. T.)—Arch Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Church Service, M. H. Nichols, D.D., 
Pastor, Philadelphia «............-ccccccccesscccecs WFI 
1 A. M. (E. T.)—Fourth Presbyterian Church 
Service, Dr. James H. Miers, Pastor, Washing- . : 
Ste, | Ds Co, oi sah ces Veebe pecan civ ewdns thse de cspes WJSV 
11-12 Noon (E. T.)—“The Voice of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania,” Gospel Tabernacle, J. V. Krall, 


Pastor, Washington, Pa. ......+..sseeveeeeeeeeee WNBO 
11-12 Noon (E. T.)—Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Var. ......sceceseesecsececees WBBI. 


11-12. Noon ‘(E. T.)—Second Presbyterian Church, 
William E. Hill, D.D., Pastor, Richmond, Va. .. WRVA 


12.30-1.P. M. (E. T.)—Paul Rees, Gospel preacher, 


Deeteokt, MGM occ cccadcinccecscsccccssoscesscceces WJR 
1.30-2 P. M. (CG. T.)—Gospel Service in Spanish, 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago ..............+. WMBI 
2 P. M. (E. T.)—Sunday School of the Air, Arthur 

R. Bodmer, Teacher, Sixth Street United 

Brethren Church, Harrisburg, Pa. .............. WHP 
2-2.30 P. M. (C. T.)—Gospel Service in Italian, 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago ..............++ WMBI 
2-3 P. M. (E. T.)—Toledo Gospel Tabernacle, L. H. 

Ziemer, Pastor, Toledo, Ohio ............s-eeeeee WSPD 
2-3 P. M. (E. T.)—Fairmont Gospel Chapel, G. J. 

Bersche, Pastor, Fairmont, W. Va. ......-... WMMN 
4-4.45 P. M. (C. T.)—Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 

QO. Cae Ced cr eteuncapss\sriadetaases «Ab cose en skes - WMBI 
4-5 P. M. (E. T.)—Christian and Missionary Alliance, 

H. J. Conley, Williamsport, Pa. .............+++ WRAK 


430-5 P. M. (E. T.)—Headquarters Broadcast, 

Christian and Missionary Alliance, New York 

GARE chs rc ans cdedpibnscutiesstiabeonsbh WBNX and WMSG 
5 P. M. (E. T.)—Don. R. Falkenberg, Secretary of 

the Business Men’s Pocket Testament League 

Oe CI iva 5207585 Ca oda dele Su bi eae Redes cSNinws ose - WAIU 
5-5.30 P. M. (E. T.)—Tenth Presbyterian Church, 

Donald Grey Barnhouse, Pastor, Philadelphia WIP-WFAN 


-KDKA (Pa.) .... 3.30 P. M. Ree (ex) i560 FE Me. 
KFJM (N. D.) .. 4.30 P. M. BYW- Ci) ...<% 4.30 P. M. 
KFKA (Colo.) .... 11 A. M.- WBZ-A (Mass.) .4.30 P. M. 
KIDO (ida.) ..... 7 P.M, WCOA (Fia.) ...... 3. P. M. 
KIT (Wash.) .. 1.30 P. M. WEBC (Wis.) . 10.30 P. M. 
KLO (Utah) ...... 4 P. Mt WHBOQ (Tenn.).. 2.30 P. M. 
KMED (Ore.) .... 2 P. M. WIBW (Kans.) .. 4 P. M. 
KNX (Cal.) .... 4.15 P. M. WRAY (GN. HH.) ... oP. M. 
KOH (Nev.) .... 4.30 P. M. WEW. (Ohio) .....¢ P. M.. 
KOY (Ariz.) ... 11.30 A. M. WOR.(N..J.)..... 9.30 Pi M. 
KTHS (Ark.) .. 3.30 P. M. WTSL (Miss.) .... 5 P. M. 


(The above is a representative group of the 

nearly one hundred stations broadcasting this 

message. Local newspapers should be consulted 

for the other stations. The wide. variety of 

hours given above is because some stations 

broadcast by electrical . transcription.) 
5-6 P. M. (C. T.)—Lutheran Vesper Hour, Shenan- 

GRR DPE = ch ech crs Canoe ad ee bd ds Th 00 kas 0 860 <aceiscs KFNF 
5.30-6.30 P. M. (E. T.)}—Young People’s Church of the 

Air, Percy Crawford, Pastor, Philadelphia WIP-WFAN 
5.30-6.30 P. M. (C. T.)—Good News Hour, C. F. 

Stark, Christian and Missionary Alliance, Lin- 

Col: Mei cas fon ykdwed Oc UGTN w 6 eaa ROL aN eKes oesase KFOR 
7.15 P. M. (E. T.)—The Baptist Temple, evening 

service, Russell Morse Brougher, D.D., Pastor, 

Brooklyti: IR. Weis oie sic cde sites ves ca desae WBBC-WCGU 
7.30-9 P. M. (M. T.)—Prairie Bible Institute, eve- 

ning service, Three Hills, Alberta, Can. ...... CFCN 
7-45-9 P. M. (E. T.)—Madison Avenue Baptist 

Church, Edward Drew, Pastor, Paterson, N. J... WODA 


8-9 P. M. (E. T.)—Grace Covenant Presbyterian 


Church, Richmond, Va. ....... cavauese Pee aga WBBL 
8-9 P. M. (E. T.)—St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal 
Chureh, : Richenent, WA.7, vc<cpccdocercciscaceiccsee WRVA 


8.30-9.30 P. M. (C. T.)—Berkley Alliance Radio 
Chapel, H. E. Weinzierl, Pastor, Royal Oak, 


bn EOE EE CAPS Po Oey roy Un ES FP WEXL 
9 P. M. (E. T.)—Grace Gospel Church, S. R. Parrett, 
Pastor, Manéfield, -Olsitesps.oic ccc oes Kovccicae cde -- WIW 
Monday 


g.30-10 P. M. (C. T.)—Flint Gospel Assembly, P. H. 


Radey, Pustéc,- FUG Mia seeks cis ckove np ceakccd WFDF 
Tuesday 
10.30-11.30 A. M. (P. T.)—Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles; Loe (Angela ai cccaeeintivebliisccicces KFAC 
5-45-6 P. M. (P. T.)}—Bible Instituté of Los Angeles, 
Bie: AMGUOS Siccccsee Chav sekeiads ab ecehadeated sob KHJ 
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Wednesday 
10.30-11.30 A. M. (P. T.)—Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles .....c.ccccscecseteccccecnes KFAC 


12-12.45 P. M. (E. T.)—“Gospel Gems by Word and 
Song,’’ Lutheran Inner Mission Society of Pitts- 


PRGA .n 0's cea Tie S Ries acttnancaceavabag ¢ fth evs caves WJAS 
12 Midnight-1 A. M. (C. T.)—Moody Bible Institute, 
QHACR GO «oboe ids eect eVedweWercercevetsveececesosess WMBI 
Thursday 
10.30-11.30 A, M. (P. T.)—Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles; Las ABMs «6.0466 Fives ceececcciececececee KFAC 


4-4.15 P. M. (E. T.)—Central North Broad Street 
Presbyterian Church, Merril T. MacPherson, 
Pastor, Philadelphia ........... cs. Rea eghon WIP-WFAN 
45 P. M. (E. T.)—Wiley Methodist Episcopal 
Church Service, J. S. Hackett, Pastor, Camden, 
Ne FE. ce ctcavec ees k CUCM bt ob ek veces seeersedaccnese WCAM 
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Friday 


9-10 A. M. (C. T.)—Old Fashioned Gospel Hour, 
Summit Gospel Tabernacle, Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, Alexander Balog, Pastor, 


Watertown, S. D. .......... eee e eee eeeeeeeeneneteees KGCR 
10.30-11.30 A. M. (P. T.)—Bible Institute of Los 

AMSG, LOG ADGSWS «660 occ cccccccisecccsscvcvesecs KFAC 
12 Midnight-1 A. M. (C, T.)—Moody Bible Institute, 

COMBORO scvseccccccseavivccccnccensgeresesstestoccece WMBI 

Saturday 

8-8.15 A. M. (E. T.)—International Sunday School 

Lesson, James E. Bennet, Esq., New York .... WABC 


7.15-7.45 P. M. (E. T.)—“The Quiet Hour,”’ Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance, Raymond Hess, 
Paster, White” Piss, N.Y. ccccccccccccccccsces WCOH 


(The Kilocycle Index of the stations listed in this 
Supplement ts given on page 187) 
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A young people’s meeting that brings results 











A Fireside Prayer Meeting 


- 


By Frances E. Siewert 








NE of the most active services of our church is 

the young people’s mid-week prayer-meeting. 
And it is popular, too. Sixty percent of the youth of 
our congregation is attending regularly, and ocga- 
sionally the attendance reaches seventy percent. Im- 
agine sixty percent of a church’s adult membership 
attending prayer-meeting ! 

Do we serve refreshments? No (unless we have 
special guests). Do we play games? No. Do we 
sing a lot? No, sometimes not at all. What do we 
do? Who started the plan? Where do we meet? 
Let me tell you. 

It was customary for two or three young people at 
a time to drop in at the manse to talk over plans 
for their various activities. So often did this occur 
that finally some one suggested that we have one 
particular night when any could come who wished to 
and know that the others would be there also. Then 
some one else suggested that we call it a prayer- 
meeting and meet at the same time the older people 
were meeting, and it was decreed. “Let’s bring up our 
problems one by one and pray them through,” said 
another and that was also decreed. 

But the first meeting came near being fatal. Some 
older person said if it was to be a prayer-meeting it 
should be held in the church, and we were assigned to 
a big, spooky room in the basement, for the church 
parlors were in use. Only seven people came. We 
huddled in a corner and had a meeting, but it was the 
longest hour we had ever spent together, and some- 
how our prayers did not seem to get any higher than 
the folks in the parlors above. Several times people 
passed through our room and stared at us, and all 
told we knew the meeting had not accomplished its 
purpose. But we tried again. 

The next week we announced that the young people 
would have a “firelight” prayer-meeting at the manse. 
That was entirely different. We sat on the floor 
around the fireplace with no other light except that 
from the fire, and gave ourselves the topic, “How I 
Know God Answers Prayer.” It was understood 
that there was to be nothing formal about the meet- 
ing. We were simply having a conversation on this 
appealing subject. Somehow the firelight, the dark- 
ened room, the informality, and perhaps humility in- 
duced by our sitting on the floor, the very definite 
consciousness of the coveted presence of Christ, all 





“The Hand of God” 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 


6 Bin following acrostic is composed of the 
key thought of each Sunday-school lesson 
during the Seeond Quarter in regular order, 
so that the acrostic itself contains the key 
thought of the entire Quarter. 


T errestrial Creation ose April 3 


H eeding Temptation ............... April 10 
E nlisting for God ..... NEG Ae ae .- April 17 
H elping Others ......... Tee ...- April 24 
Ae table 46 AW 5 3s 05. SS Ka May I 

N eglectful of True Values .......... May 8 

Me ammemerinir G0d 1. 603 6 6d 2 oo Sco May I5 
Q ffering Forgiveness .............. May 22 
F ollowing God’s Leading .......... May 29 
a OE TRORIINES 6 5 vo co's acc ec cus ce June 5 

O bligated to Others ................ June 12 


D utiful to Parents 
GosHEN, INp. 
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tended to remove self-consciousness, capture our hearts, 
and foosen our tongues. -It was perfectly natural to 
close the meeting with heart-felt prayers in which 
a number took part audibly. 

From that night until this we have never had a 
dull meeting. We never have time enough, even though 
we have taken to meeting a half hour earlier than the 
older people to get our subject exhausted. Semetimes 
we take a story like the burning bush, and apply it 
very definitely to our own lives. Have I heard God’s 
voice calling me? Have I failed to “turn aside’? Am 
I answering him with excuses? This particular meet- 
ing resulted in one of our girls giving herself for 
Christian life service, and she is today enrolled in 
a college of Christian education, full of enthusiasm 
for her life’s work. 

Sometimes the counselor drops into each person’s 
hand a Scripture text written in large letters so that 
the firelight will suffice, and then we all read our texts 
and tell what we think they mean. Such topics ‘as 
“What the Bible Says about Our Duty to the Poor,” 
“What the Bible Says about Being Industrious,” “What 
the Bible Says about Frugality,” have been among re- 
cent ones. Sometimes we take such subjects as “Mak- 
ing Your Life Count When You Are Out of a Job,” 
“Relieving the Depression in Our Own Homes,” “If 
Jesus Were a Boy in Our Town.” Always we com- 
ment and criticize with the utmost informality, but 
always also we strive for the hidden things and often 
the meeting ends in a spiritual crisis for some one. 
It is not unusual for some boy or girl to drop behind 
the others and say to the counselor, “May I stay and 
tell you about something that is bothering me?” And 
Christ’s presence is felt while such interviews are on. 

When hot weather came the fire was omitted of 
course, and with it there was a change of program. 
We sang around the piano, had missionary stories in 
the basement, recited Scripture verses around a camp- 
fire in the woods, or discussed soul-stirring topics on 
the front porch. Always there is the prayer service. 
Sometimes everybody takes part, sometimes only a few 
pray audibly. But always there is the opportunity for 
the silent ones to have a part. Sometimes we name 
the things we wish the group to pray about, and there 
is a moment of silence after each request, with several 
closing prayers. We work for definite projects and 
pray until we receive definite answers. 

The counselor wanted to dismiss the young people’s 
prayer-meeting for July and August as the older peo- 
ple did theirs, but it was voted down unanimously. 
Some one even suggested that an offering be taken at 
each meeting. The counselor protested and there was 
a compromise. Two small banks —one a Leper Mis- 
sion pig — were put in the center of the floor each 
evening, and if anyone chose he might put something 
in them. When the banks were opened at the end of 
three months they were found to contain twenty-four 
dollars, 

I should like to tell about how prayer has changed 
things in this group: how the Sunday evening church 
choir has grown from two to twenty, how these young 
people made a dozen big comforters and collected scores 
of articles for the destitute, how they are keeping in 
touch with their members who have gone away to 
college by writing them novel, illustrated letters, how 
they take over the Sunday evening church service 
when opportunity offers, how they originated a Pri- 
mary teachers’ training school and a Junior society, 
and are planning a Gospel team, what they are doing to 
back the work of their district conferences — but all 
that is a story in itself. Suffice it to say that the 
spirit of Christ is in the lives of this group, and he 
is making them a recognized force among their fel- 
lows and in their church. 

Warsaw, Inp. 











































































































* y re 
RT Pee 


yO SP et Be 


NS 


182 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





APRIL 2, 1932 








LESSON 3. APRIL 17. THE CALL OF ABRAM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 12: 1-9 


Golden Text.—Thow shalt be a blessing.—Genesis 12 : 2d 


oe 














KinG JAMES VERSION 

1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out~of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and .make 
thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing : 

3 And I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed. 

4 So Abram departed, as the Lord had 
spoken unto him; and Lot went with 
him: and Abram was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran. 

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and 
Lot his brother’s son, and all their sub- 
stance that they had gathered, and the 
souls that they had gotten in Haran; 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

t Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto the land that I will show thee: 2 
and I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and be thou a blessing: 3 and 
I will bless them that bless thee, and him 
that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. 4 So Abram went, as Jehovah 
had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 
him: and Abram was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran. 
5s And Abram took Sarai his wife, and 
Lot his brother’s son, and all their sub- 
stance that they had gathered, and the 
souls that they had gotten in Haran; and 
they went forth to go into the land of 


Kine James VERSION 


and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came. 

6 And Abram passed through the land 
unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain\ 
of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then 
in the land. 

7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram, 
and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land: and there builded he an altar unto 
the Lord, who appeared unto him. 

8 ‘And he removed from thence unto 
a mountain on the east of Beth-el, and 
pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the 
west, and Hai on the east: and there he 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
called upon the name of the Lord. 

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still 
toward the south. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came. 6 And Abram passed through 
the land unto the place of Shechem, unto 
the ‘oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite 
was then in the land. 7 And Jehovah 
appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who 
appeared unto him. 8 And he removed 
from thence unto the mountain on the 
east of Beth-4l, and pitched his tent, 
having Beth-el on the west, and Ai on 
the east: and there he builded an altar 
unto Jehovah, and called upon the name 
of Jehovah. go And Abram journeyed, 
going on still toward the ? South. 
1Or, terebinth. * Heb., Negeb, the 
southern tract of Judah. 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


NEW era in God’s plan of redemption began 
A with the Call of Pioneer Abraham, great 
father of faith and forerunner of the Gospel 
of Christ. Abraham wrote no Scripture, but all Scrip- 
ture has been shaped by his career. Eleven chapters 
of Genesis are given to creation, the fall, the flood, 
and the nations. Fourteen chapters are, given to this 
one man. These eleven chapters, covering at least 
two thousand years of human history, are but the 
preparation for the story of this transcendently impor- 
tant figure. All that follows in Scripture is the un- 
folding of God’s promises to Abraham until the coming 
of the Seed of Abraham, the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self, in whom the promises have fulfillment. 
Abraham was not a king, nor a warrior, nor a 
statesman, nor a writer (Moses and David were all 
of these). He was the father of those who have 
faith, and became “the heir of the world” (Rom. 4: 
13), whom God called “Abraham my friend” (Isa. 
41:8). The key to his greatness is the key also to 
the call of this lesson to us, a call to “walk in the 
steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Rom. 
4:12), and to be a blessing. 


Historical Background 


According to the genealogical tables in Genesis 
Abrakam’s birth may be set at 2008 years after Adam, 
or 1996 years before Christ. It is not certain that 
these tables can be used to give us an accurate chron- 
ology, but on the other hand there is no proof as yet 
that they can not so be used. Abraham was born in Ur 
of the Chaldees, now identified by most scholars with 
Mugheir, south of Babylon, where are considerable 
ruins indicating a highly advanced civilization in Abra- 
ham’s day. If this was Abraham’s birthplace (and 
it is not undisputed), the journey to Haran was about 
six hundred miles, and that to Canaan about four hun- 
dred more. Abraham’s people were idolaters (Josh. 
24:2, 15), worshiping the moon god and other deities. 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 12: 1.—Now the Lord had said unto Abram. 
Stephen, in Acts 7:2, 3, says that God gave this call 
to Abram when he was in the land of the Chaldeans, 
before he came “to Haran. This confirms the trans- 
lation of the old version: “had said” (see also Gen. 
11:31), although some consider that there were two 
calls, one in Ur and a second one in Haran. “Abram” 
means “exalted father.” Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house. 
A call to a separation from three of the dearest earthly 
ties, and a very definite and individual call. Unto a 
land that I will shew thee. Read Hebrews 11: 8, 


Verse 2—And I will make of thee a great nation. 
He leaves his native country, but God gives him a 
Land, central Land of all the earth, and makes of 
him a Nation, central Nation of all history. And I 
will bless thee. God’s blessing means salvation, and 
all that it includes. The curse fell upon Adam, but 
the promised blessing is now to flow out to the world 
through Abram. And when God blesses, none can 
reverse it (Num. 23:20). And make thy name great. 
Consider how great his name is, illustrious through- 
out the world for more than thirty centuries. Thus 


b % 5 4 bd 


” does God fulfill his individual promises to his children, 


“exceeding abundantly.” Thou shalt be a blessing, 
or “be thou a blessing.” When God commands, he 
enables, and thus the command becomes a prophecy, 
as in “Be ye therefore perfect” and “ye therefore 
shall be perfect” (Matt. 5: 48). 


Verse 3.—I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee. What men do with Abram is 
a test as to what they are doing with God. All who 
are on God’s side will bless Abram. Those who curse 
him bring on themselves God’s just judgment, not a 
vindictive curse in the sense that we use the term. 
In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. What 
an amazing statement! One of many that prove the 
supernatural character of this narrative. And what a 
fulfillment this promise has had! This is the Gospel 
preached beforehand unto Abraham (Gal. 3:8). It 
was not Abraham, nor Moses, who foresaw this, but 
Scripture, that is the Holy Spirit, and the Father 
who spoke the words to Abram. Compare Genesis 
22:18; 26:4; 28:14 which make direct reference to 
Christ, by the words, “in thy seed,” quoted in Acts 
3:25 as the new covenant. 

Verse 4.—Lot went with him. This would appear 
a partial disobedience to the command to leave his 
kindred and his father’s house, unless we judge that 
Lot went because he became a true believer. Lot and 
his descendants became thorns in the flesh of the 
Israelites, but Lot was saved through Abram. Where 
sin abounds God causes grace much more to abound. 
Abram was seventy and five years old. He departed 
out of Haran after his father died (Acts 7:4); Terah 
was 205 when he died (11:32), which means that 
Abram was born when his father was 130, and he was 
probably the youngest son. 


Verse 5.—All their substance . .. and the souls. 
Abram was rich in property and slaves (13:2; 14: 





My Canaan 
By Amos R. Wells 


AR is my Canaan, splendidly far, where the 

hope and the joy and the promises are. Over 
the stretches of blistering sand, a long way off 
is my Promised Land. Fair is my Canaan, won- 
drously fair, sweet with the breath of the balmiest 
air, rich with the fruitage of corn and vine, where the 
blossoms of beauty forever shine. Pure is my 
Canaan, unsullied and pure, freed from the demons. 
foul and obscure, freed from the idols of cruel lust, 
a land where God is my life and my trust. ‘Through 
hazard of ‘sorrow and peril of pain I must journey 
far to my fair domain; but over the desert wherever 
it be, my glistening eyes that Canaan shall see. 
Here is my Canaan, here in the world, with the 
victor-banner of Christ unfurled, with the comrade 
power of Christ at hand, we will conquer the foes 
of the Promised Land. Through purposeful plan- 
ning and ardor of will, the Spirit persistent shall 
guide me still; through obstacles conquered and 
failures disdained, right onward I plod till the goal 
has been gained. O Christ of my Canaan! thy 
help shall be mine. ‘Thy star at the end of my 
journey shall shine. Thy protection around me, 
thy courage within, my Canaan at length I shall 
blessedly win! 











14). And into the land of Canaan they came.. Appar- 
ently intended as a contrast to 11:31. The meaning 
of “Terah” is “delay” — “old father wait-a-bit,” Dr. 
Tom Lambie has called him. 


Verse 6.—The place of Sichem. Shechem (the mod- 
ern Nablus), in the hills of Ephraim, between Ebal 
and Gerizim, was about thirty miles north of Jeru- 
salem. It became famous in Israel’s history: the place 
near Jacob’s well and Joseph’s tomb, a city of refuge, 
where Joshua gathered the tribes to renew the cove- 
nant, Jeroboam’s first capital, and with many other 
associations. The plain of Moreh. Probably a grove 
in which was a terebinth or oak tree, near Shechem, 
named after some “archer.” The Canaanite was then 
in the land. Abram, the blessed of God, and Canaan 
the cursed of God, here come together. (Note that 
the curse was on Canaan, not.on Ham: Gen. 9: 25.) 
Yet the Canaanites may now have God’s blessing if 
they will bless Abram. 


Verse 7.—And the Lord appeared unto Abram. This 
is the second appearance (Acts 7:2), coming with 
reassurance after Abram has fulfilled his part. Six 
other special revelations are recorded (13:14; 15:1; 
17:1; 18:1; 22:1; 22:11). Unto thy seed will I 
give this land. The gifts and the calling of God are 
not repented of (Rom. 11:29), and this promise has 
never been abrogated. Abraham’s seed will yet possess 
this larid and hold it forever so long as it is a land. 
There builded he an altar unto the Lord. The first 
altar! What a glorious beginning! Here Jacob built 
an altar (33: 18-20). This became the center of the 
Samaritans’ mixed worship, and near this very place 
our Lord gave the Samaritan woman the revelation 
concerning the true worship of God (John 4:23). 


Verse 8.—He removed from thence ... and pitched 
his tent. Abram was a sojourner, dwelling in tents 
(Heb. 11:9). Bethel . .. and Hai. Some twenty 
miles south of Shechem (Gen, 28: 19; 35:1). 


A Lesson Outline 


1. Abram Called: the command and the prom- 
10a Cad ADDEATED: 6505 /c5 Coe cobs cess . 12: 1-3 


2. Abram Obeys: the journey and the arrival ..12: 4, 5 


3. Abram Sojourns: the enemies and the altars 
(God appears) ...... Fetecsbesetcstsce I2tOO 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Abraham in the New Testament. Abraham’s name 
appears in the first verse of the New Testament, and 
in seventy-three other places. Study specially the 
following chapters in which Abraham has a _ central 


place: John 8, Acts 7, Romans 4, Galatians 3, Hebrews 
II. 


The Gospel in the Old Testament. Men in the Old 
Testament were saved by grace through faith. Paul 
in his two great messages on justification by faith, in 
Romans and in Galatians, uses Abraham as an ex- 
ample of this. See under verse 3. 


The Gospel for All Nations. The strange pervers- 
ity of men when misled by Satan is seen in the blind- 
ness of the Jews to the fact that salvation was for 
the Gentiles, the blessing of Abraham for all nations. 
It is seen also in the blindness of Modernists who pro- 
fess to see the rise of the universal missionary spirit 
in the days of the prophets, late in the history of 
Israel, which they think of as the evolution of religion. 
Israel’s beginning was a missionary beginning, and 
they departed from their beginnings, even as did the 
Church of Christ. 














Lesson for April 17 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Have faith in God!” Abraham believed God’s 
word of promise, and he obeyed before he had any 
evidence, except God’s promise. So should we. He 
was a sojourner. in this world. So are we (1 Pet. 
2:11). He lived his life through without having re- 
ceived the promised land, or seeing the nation, or hav- 
ing a great name. He lived in the unseen world, 
investing his life for eternal things, not measured by 
time nor by man’s plans (Heb. 11: 8-10). But had he 
nothing for the present? Yes, God blessed him and 
made him a blessing as he went along, foretaste of 
infinite blessing in the ages to come. 


Live the separated life! The Christian life is a 
life separatedj from the world, the flesh, and the Devil, 
as definitely ats Abram was to get out from the idol- 
aters. But it is a life lived in the world. The Canaan- 
ites are in the land, but as sojourners we should keep 
separated from their heathen doings. 

“Be thou a blessing!” Let the Golden Text search 
us and try us. How much of a blessing are we? to 
how many? and how far? What blessings are we 
spreading in our home, our neighborhood, our church, 
our office, our school, our city, state, nation? and is 
our blessing reaching to “all the families of the earth”? 
If not, we are missing the blessing of Abraham. 

Have you received the blessing? The secret of be- 
ing a blessing is first to be blessed by faith, to receive 
his full and free and present salvation. 

Do you have a family altar? Does Abram shame 
us, building his altar in each place he goes, calling 
on God? And what of the altars to God in business, 
and in politics? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 

There are but.two choices in life: to live by faith, 
or to live a fool. 

The blessers of the world are “heirs of the world” 
(Gen, 12:2; Rom. 4:13). 

God did not say, “Abraham was my friend”; God 
is not the friend of the dead but of the living; Abra- 
ham is more alive now than ever, more blessed now 
than ever, more of a blessing now than ever. 


The law was a parenthesis between two ages of 
grace (Gal. 3:19). : 

“Only one life, ’twill soon be past: Only what’s 
done for Christ will last’: what Abraham did is last- 
ing ! 

Christians are “called ones,” called out of darkness 
into marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9), called to suffer 
(1 Pet. 2: 21), called to inherit a blessing and to give 
blessing (1 Pet. 3:9). 

A will is a fascinating document if your name is 
in it as one of the heirs: can you find your name in the 
greatest will ever written: Galatians 3: 15-29? 

Abraham was heir of the world—a_ considerable 
inheritance, and we are Abraham’s seed, if we are 
Christ's (Gal. 3:29; Heb. 1: 2). 

God has called you.to the promised land: don’t stop 
at Haran, but go through to Canaan. 

Nearly four thousand years have passed since the 
promise of blessing was made to all nations, but mil- 
lions have never heard: awake, ye sons of blessing, 
and go to tell them! 

Cotumaia, S. C. 





Valuable Books on Genesis 


Studies in the Book of Genesis. By George Henderson. 
(G. F. Vallance, Goodmayes, Essex, England, 2 vols., 2 
shillings 6 pence a volume.) 

Christ in the Book of Genesis. By W. W. Rugh. (To be 
had from the author, 1418 N. 16th St., Philadelphia, 35 cents.) 

Notes on Genesis. By C. H. McIntosh, (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.25.) 

Studies in the Book of Genesis. By W. E. Powers. (Chris- 
tian Alliance Publishing Co., Harrisburg, Pa., 50 cents.) 

Genesis and Yourself. By Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of 
The Sunday School Times. (Harper and Bros., New York, 
$1.25.) 

Genesis in the Light of the New Testament. By F. W. 
Grant. (Loizeaux Bros., New York, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 
35 cents.) 

Devotional Commentary on Genesis. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D. (Religious Tract Society, 4 Bouverie St., Lon- 
don, E. C. 4, England, 3 vols., 3 shillings 6 pence a vol.) 

The Book of Genesis. The First Section from “The Penta- 
teuch.” By William Evans, D.D., Ph.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, 75 cents.) 

Pocket editions of the book of Genesis are published by: 


American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York City, 4 cents each. 


Miss Elizabeth Merriam, Framingham, Mass., $1 for 24 


(with map of Abraham’s journeys). 


Scripture Gift Mission, 119 South Fourth Street, Philadel- 
phia, so cents a dozen (with an outline of “beginnings” 
linking Genesis and the New Testament, and a decision 
form). 


As a convenience to Times readers these books may be 

obtained at the above prices, plus 10 percent fer post- 

age, from H. Trumbull Howard, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, P 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 





3. April 17.—The Call of Abram ............ Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esaw Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

RAMON) 5600s scared in dnencebdsteneserive Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ................ Genesis 27 and 28 
8. May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32 and 33 
9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer .............. Genesis 37 : I-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 41 
11. June 12.—)udah the True Brother. Genesis 44 : 18 to 45: 15 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Findings at Ur.—So Abram departed, as the 
Lord had spoken unto him (v. 4). Professor Doubt 
at old Siwash told us that the Abram story, like most 
of the Bible, was legend or folklore, sort of Homer 
stuff, very beautiful and interesting like the stories 
in the sacred writings of the Persians and the Hindus. 
He used big words of mysterious import, like “Zend- 
Avesta,” “Mahabharata,” and a lot more I have for- 
gotten. We were just innocent boys of fifteen or 
sixteen, from the country, and the professor was so 
great and wonderful and learned that we swallowed it 
all, hook, bob, and sinker. When the eagle of circum- 
stance threw us out of the snug college nest to fly for 
ourselves and pick up our own living we found how 
old ignorant Professor Doubt had put it over on us. 
We knew how to read, and so got to reading the old 
Book for ourselves, and the inevitable happened, when 
folks read the Book for themselves (Rom. 10:17; 
Isa. 55:11). Then they got to digging over there 
at Ur of the Chaldees, when lo, and behold they found 
the remains of a civilization that was ancient in 
Abram’s day. I mentioned it two or three lessons 
back. Jewelry any girl would be glad to wear —lip 
sticks and powder, too! Girls haven’t evoluted worth 
a cent! But the most significant finds were the evi- 
dences of human sacrifices. ‘Red Sunsets” the Afri- 
cans, Dan Crawford found, called them. The many 
wives of the dead Negro Chief were murdered by his 
successor, each tribe having its special way to kill. 
The Chaldean kills were preserved through the ages 
in dark Africa. Is it any wonder God called out the 
one righteous man for a new start? They found eight 
feet of silt there at Ur. That means a great flood 
some day in the past. Anyone can see the Ur finds 
at the British Museum in London and the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 


The Family Altar.—And the Lord appeared ai 


- Abram ... and there builded he an altar (v. 7). 


love to read the biographies and sketches of achieving 
men. I like to discover, if I can, how they got there. 
Abram was one of the richest men of his day, if not 
the very richest. If any of you ambitious young fel- 
lows are interested to know the reason of his success 
you will find it right here in this verse. Here it is: 
there builded he an altar. From a worldly point of 
view the secret of a great deal of a man’s success is 
good judgment. “He has a ripened judgment,” is said 
of a man who has made good. The Book sometimes 
calls it wisdom. I call it guidance (Jas. 1:5; Prov. 
2: 3-6). As you drive along the roads out here in the 
countryside in the late summer and fall you will find 
half ripened tomatoes lined up on window sills and top 
rails of garden fences— facing south. These green 
tomatoes have been placed there “to ripen” in the 
warm sun. Now there is no place like a family 
altar to ripen a green judgment. That is to say, when 
father and mother (and the children when there are 
any,—plus the help) gather with the Book around 
the family altar and tell God all about it, the sunshine 
of God’s grace flows down and minds are cleared and 
brains are poised. When mistakes are confessed and 
guidance is asked there cannot be much chance of a 
wrong road being taken on the next day. You will 
find at the altar whether or not you should change 
your job or make that investment in oil wells or 
mines, or other sucker enterprises. Jack can find out 
whether Jill is the girl for him, and Jill can find out 
if Jack is the boy for her. At little Rock Run we 
have twenty-eight families who have something like 
a family altar. From these families, for the most 
part, come what I call my “Old Reliables” — always 
there. These, while work people’s homes, are happy 
and prosperous. Coatesville’s best men and women 
have come out of them. (P. S.—Since this was writ- 
ten Rock Run altars have grown from 28 to 47.) 


Longest Way ’Round.—Abram journeyed, going on 
still toward the south (v. 9). This can be the old 
Book’s way of saying, “He kept a-goin’.” As we 
read the story of Abram we find he was just that 
sort. Some men (and women, too) we all know go 
by jerks and jumps, ups and downs, here today, there 
tomorrow. These do not often arrive, that is to say, 
do not make a success of any undertaking. We have 
them in business and we have them in the church and 
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Sunday-school world; they do not keep a-going at a 
good old even rate, the rate that brings results. Abram 
started North, but he now goes South because he was 
swinging around the forbidding desert. Yes, I knew 
some of you would spring that good and true old 
wise saw, “The longest way ’round is often the short- 
est way home.” Some say “surest way home” and 
some “nearest way home.” It is generally the best 
for most of us patiently to go around the safe way 
rather than take our chances by the short cut through 
the desert. We all know some folks who get into 
bankruptcy or into jail because they struck “West” 
instead of continuing North and then swinging South 
to the land of milk and Loney. The short cut “desert” 
is full of thieves waiting for the ones who are born 
every minute. I am referring to the get-rich-quick 
fellow. So take the long way ’round. Lots of fun 
along that route. One of the most delightful trips 
we have ever had was going to Florida by way of 
California, instead of tearing away right down the 
East coast on a fast train just as though our lives 
depended upon a quick get there. When we went the 
long way ’round we saw things and made fine friends. 
Cost more? Oh,-I don’t know, what you save in 
transportation to Florida the Hotel Man there grabs, 
if he can. Uncle Billy Witham, passing out hymn 
books at Bryan’s meeting in the park, cried, “Take a 
hymn book and sing, it is the only thing you get for 
nothing in Miami.” And the audience of seven thou- 
sand toared. They knew. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following : 


1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 

2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmful substances have been used as 

seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 
4 The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





MatERIAL: Eight-penny nail; saucer or watch- 
glass; candle; matches; one tablespoon of carbon 
disulfide. 











¢ SOME one told you he could kindle a fire with 
only a nail, you would doubt his word. Surely 
there is nothing about a cold, hard nail which could 
set a fire alight. Yet notice this nail. (Hold nail in 
the flame of the candle with pliers or clothespin until 
hot.' Then touch carbon disulfide which has been 
poured into saucer. It burns with choking fumes. 
Smother by covering with sheet of cardboard or damp 
paper.) Though the nail could not originate a flame 
itself, it transmitted enough heat from this candle 
flame to set the liquid ablaze. 

God did not only say to Abraham “Thou shalt be 
a blessing.” There was no way in which Abraham or 
his descendants could bless others through their own 
ability or power. But God said, “I will bless thee .. . 
and thou shalt be a blessing” (Gen. 12:3). And only 
in so far as Abraham and his descendants were blessed 
by God were they in turn able to be a blessing. We, 
as well, can only do service for Christ as we are first 
possessed by his Spirit. We can only transmit to 
others what we receive from him. 


Give me that I may give again, 
That, having nothing, I may give 
Freely to all wayfaring men 
Water of life that they may live. 


Illumine me that by Thy light 

I may enlighten those who stray; 
And guide their wandering feet aright 

Into the splendor of Thy way. 
That I may speak, speak unto me; 

So shall I speak no words of mine. 
Blind, thirsty, dumb, then shall I be 

lamp, a well, a voice of Thine. 


Lawrence, Kans. —London Graphic. 


Let those who think that faithfulness unto death is 
@ condition upon which we receive eternal life, notice 
that Revelation 2:10 speaks of the Crown of Life as 
a reward for service, and not eternal life, which is the 
free gift of God—Dr. D. M. Stearns, in the Keswick 
Calendar. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


W OULD you rather have the answers 
to the questions given in the same 
issue with the questions, or do you pre- 
fer that they be published in the follow- 
ing week’s issue as at present? On the 
second page of this week’s issue, in Notes 
* on Open Letters, is a letter from a reader 
asking that the change be made; after 
reading the letter and the editorial com- 
ment, please write and tell the editors 
your preference. 


1. What are the first two direct prophecies 
concerning Christ in Genesis? That is, 
prophecies that refer directly to him? 

2. How much knowledge of the true God 
was there in the world when God called 
Abram? 

3. What was the moral condition of the 
world when God called Abram? 

4. Is there any indication that Abram’s 
faith wavered when he was called by God? 

5. What three things was Abram to leave 
and what four things did God promise to 
give him? 

6. What three names are given or sug- 
gested for the land to which Abram was 
called ? 

7. Could Abraham rightly be called a 
young man when he left Ur to go out “not 
knowing whither he went’’? 

8. What great name for God was given 
us by Abraham? 

9. What use of Abraham’s name in the 
New Testament is proof of his place of 
supreme, spiritual greatness among men? 

10. What other name alone rivals Abra- 
ham’s in frequency of use in the New Tes- 
tament ? 

11. What is the finest word concerning 
Abraham in all Scripture, — God’s highes 
commendation upon him? . 

12. What light does the call of Abraham 
throw upon God’s processes as to the masses 
and the individual 

13. Which have had the greatest power 
upon the world’s thinking and brought forth 
its greatest reactions — organizations or in- 
dividuals ? 

14. Name some of the conditions that 
warrant taking a hazard. 

15. What parallel to Abram’s call have 
we today in the work of the church? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. 


te 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
*™ paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired; though 
some on the Golden Text are also 


The Abraham Express Train.—/n thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed 
(v. 3). John Wilkerson says the Church 
is the Gospel express train, stopping at 
a few stations to pick up a few passen- 
gers, the train “Israel” being sidetracked 
to let the express go by. When Christ 
comes, the train “Israel” will be switched 
back upon the main line, stop at ail sta- 
tions, and take on the world.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Do Folks Know Where We're Going? 
—So Abram departed, as the Lord had 
spoken unto him (v. 4). There is a 
pleasing story of how the father of Mat- 
thew Henry, the commentator, won his 
bride. He was a Presbyterian minister, 
she an only daughter, and the heiress of 
a considerable fortune. Her father ob- 
jected. “You see,” he said to his daugh- 
ter, “he may be a perfect gentleman, and 
an excellent preacher, but he is a stranger, 
and we do not even know where he comes 





from.” “True,” replied the girl with all 


the acumen and insight that her great 
son afterward displayed, “but we know 
where he is going, and I should like to 
go with him.” Do others have confi- 
dence in us because they know we are led 
of God?—From the Sunday School 


Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

Are We Ready to “Jump” ?— So 
Abram departed (v. 4). Last fall my 


wife and I, after much prayer, felt led 
to place our only son, a lad of nine years, 
in a Christian school for boys. But im- 
mediately obstacles began to loom up be- 
fore us. There was the expense of mov- 
ing, the tuition to be paid. It meant the 
giving up of my church, or a very trying 
and expensive trip each week-end, if I 
kept up my preaching there. We felt 
we could not let our little boy go away 
from home, but to move would place us 
among total strangers, with no income, 
and. no fellowship. While sorely pressed, 
we ‘were one day visiting friends on a 
farm. Wishing for a time of meditation 
and quiet prayer, I took a stroll with my 
son out through an old orchard. He 
wished to climb an old apple tree, so I 
stood below watching him as he ascended. 
The limbs were rotten and began to break 
under his weight. He stepped to others 
and they gave way. Seeing his plight I 
held my arms toward him, though he -was 
far up and called, “Jump, Buddy, and I’ll 
catch you.” He looked for a moment, 
then as more limbs began breaking he 
said, “Shall I let go of everything, Daddy, 
and trust you?” He jumped and was 
safe in his father’s arms. That went 
direct to my heart as a message of God 
to me. “Father, shall I let go of every- 
thing, and trust you?” We let go. We 
trusted him and wonderfully has he sup- 
plied our needs—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


One-Way Prayers.—And called upon 
the name of the Lord (v. 8). Back in 
some sections of the country some people 
will remember they have what is known 
as the “one-way” phone, You can always 
call up “central,” but “central” cannot 
call you up. How many of our lives are 
the same way? We are forever calling 
up God, for this thing and that, and we 
only call when we want a favor, not for 
a friendly heart-to-heart talk. He wants 
to get our ear so much and tell us how 
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we can enlarge our lives, how we can 
be of greater power in the world, but we 
are too busy with our own pet schemes 
to hear the call_—From “5000 Best Mod- 
ern Illustrations,’ by the Rev. G. B. F. 
Hallock, D.D. Sent by Frank E, Atkins, 
Merchantzille, N. J. 


When Fording Unknown Rivers.— 
And Abram journeyed, going on still (v. 
9). The incident that gave Andrew 
Fuller his text for the famous sermon on 
faith preached to the Northamptonshire 
Association is full of illumination. There 
had been heavy rain. -The rivers were 
flooded, and at one crossing Fuller, who 
was riding on horseback, hesitated. A 
farmer watching him, shouted, “Go on, 
sir, you are quite safe.” Fuller urged his 
horse into the water, but when it rose 
to the saddle he stopped again. “Go on, 
sir; all is right!” came the voice, and 
Fuller found in a few paces that the water 
shallowed. “We walk by faith, not by 
sight.” But our walk is on solid ground, 
though it is hidden from us.——From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the examples of faith and 
obedience given in thy Word. Thy promises 
are ever sure. Thy goodness never fails. 
Thy hand is strong to lead any trusting child 
of thine. We thank thee for the courage 
thou didst give Abram, for the spirit of 
readiness to obey thy call. What conse- 
quences have come down the centuries from 
the obedience of this man, whom thou didst 
condescend to call thy friend. Oh, may we 
merit by our obedience through Christ such 
a name as that! May we face the future in 
our daily lives with a faith that does not ask 
God why, but rests in him for guidance by 
his hand of love and mercy. In the name of 
our Isord Jesus we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—God does not al- 
ways tell his plans very far ahead. You 
know how short is the distance you can 
see on the ocean or on a level prairie, — 
only a few miles at most. But have you 
noticed that the circle of the horizon 
moves along with you? God did not at 
first tell Abram very much about his 
plan for Abram. Abram was to start 
out. God would show him the land to 
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which he was to go. But we want to 
know so much, and so far ahead! If 
God tells us only the next step how often 
we say, “Yes, Lord, yes, indeed. But 
what beyond that? I could start so much 
more ‘cheerfully if I only knew where 
I’m to go.” It is enough to answer his 
call. It is enough for us if we only know 
the next move. For hasn’t God the plan 
all before him. Do his promises fail? 
His wisdom or love? Never! Let us 
act on that. Let us pray. 


HE CALLS! 
oRWARD 
GO b IN 
AITH 
“I WILL SHEW THEE!” 














Lesson Hymns 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” =F 
“The Gospel of Thy Grace.” 
“Only Believe.” 
“Whosoever Will.” 
“ *Whosoever’ Means Me.” 
“Since the Fullness of His Love Came ln.’ 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


DVENTURE! The vety word makes 

us think of daring deeds, and most 
of us like having adventures, don’t we? 
Our lesson today is the story of a won- 
derful adventure. A man called Abram 
was told to go on a long and perilous 
journey, away from all his relations and 
friends, into a country where he had 
never been before. And who do you 
think called Abram ‘to this adventure? 
His Maker, God. How thrilling! Where 
did he live? Ina city called Ur. 

Tell the children about one never-to-be- 
forgotten day when God said to Abram 
these words, “Get thee out of thy coun- 
try.” Quote or read from the Bible the 
message of Don’t you feel ex- 
cited when you are going to a new town? 
I do. How excited Abraham must have 
felt! What did God say? “I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great.” Just 
think of it! True adventure, boys and 
girls, is in following God. And Abram 
went. He knew that the mighty Creator 
of Heaven and earth was able to do for 
him whatever he had promised, and he 
believed his Word. To obey God is al- 
ways the happiest thing in the world. 

A father once told his daughter to 
throw her beads into the fire. It seemed 
a foolish thing to do, but she obeyed; 
then her father took from his pocket a 
lovely string of pearls and gave them to 
her because she had obeyed him. Her 
beads had been of no value, and her 
prompt obedience won for her something 
valuable. Oh, it is always best to obey 
God. He always has something better for 
us if He tells us to give something up, and 
we obey. ~ 

So Abram set out, and whom did he 
take with him? God has told us, so we 
will turn to our Guide Book, the Bible 
and see — verse 8. Abram took his beau- 
tiful wife Sarai, and his nephew Lot. 
No, he had no children of his own to 
take. How. old do you think Abram was? 
Seventy-five years old. How many miles 
do you think they had to go? (Trace the 
journey after the lesson, on the map. 
Six hundred and sixty-six miles.) - I won- 
der if they met any robbers in the desert? 
God tells us only that they obeyed his 
voice and went, and that they arrived 
safely. And what do you think happened 
at Shechem, the place at which they 
camped? 

God spoke to Abram again, and oh, 
children, cannot you imagine how happy 
he would be! You remember when he 
started out with his beautiful wife, he 
had no children, and here in Shechem God 
promised him a child. Listen, God said, 
“Unto thy seed will I give this land” 
(that means “to your children”). And 
Abram built an altar at once and wor- 
| shiped God. I expect he was too happy 
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Lesson for April 17 


to sleep that night. Obedience always 
brings happiness. (Stress this again and 
again to the children.) 

After more adventures Abram came to 
a place called Bethel. Here he did the 
same as he had done at Shechem, he 
built an altar to the Lord. And, chil- 
dren, God- made Abraham very great. 
Long, long years afterward when God 
wrote about the great men who obeyed 
him, Abraham’s name appeared in that 
list. Shall we read it? Let us turn to 
Hebrews 11, verse 8. (Read to the chil- 
dren.) And it all happened because Abra- 
ham obeyed God, 

Oh, boys and girls, have you obeyed 
God? Oh, yes, God has-called you again 
and again. He is calling you now, and 
is using my voice to do it, and he is 
commanding you to believe his Word and 
be saved. Will you obey him today? He 
says to you, “Come out..... and be ye 
separate” (2 Cor. 6:17). Separate? 
What does that mean? Separate from 
what? “Separate from sinners” (Heb. 
7:26), as the Lord Jesus was. Abra- 
ham had to go away from everything 
that was wicked and sinful before God 
cculd bless him and make him great, and 
so must you. God doesn’t tell you to go 
away from your home and your country, 
but he tells you to go away from sin, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE CALL OF ABRAM 
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and not to make friends with people who 
do wrong things, because they will make 
you do wrong, too. (Tell the children 
to repeat what God tells them to do, and 
suggest some of the sins from which they 
must be separate.) 

NorwicH, Ene. 


we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Hazards. 

Discussion: Let the fellows discuss 
hazards, wise and unwise; guide them into 
the right way to face hazards and how 
to decide whether to take or avoid them. 

Objective: Answering the clear call of 
Christ, at all hazards. 











ELLOWS, there are hazards — and 

hazards. Like the virgins in the par- 
able, some are wise and some are fool- 
ish; that is, some hazards should be 
taken — others should be avoided. A boy 
was out hunting; came to a fence; tossed 
his gun over, intending to climb. He 
didn’t climb. “Services tomorrow after- 
noon at four.” It was an unnecessary 
hazard; he should not have taken it. An- 
other boy I knew jumped a freight train, 
to ride down to the station and save a 
mile and a half of walking. He was 
mangled under the wheels. It was a fool- 
ish hazard; he should not have taken it. 
An older friend of mine, about three 
years ago, when everything was booming, 
took a hazard in the stock market. He 
was caught in the excitement and put up 
all his savings. He lost. Today his busi- 
ness is broken down and so is his health. 
It was an unwise hazard; he should not 
have taken it. And the fact that he lost 
is not why it was‘unwise. If he had won 
— still it would have been unwise. Gam- 
bling — winning or losing—is unwise. 
These are just a few samples; you will 
think of many hazards that are unwise; 
not only unwise, but sinful. 

But there are some hazards that should 
be taken. When a life is in jeopardy, 
or some gross injustice about to be done; 
or some humanitarian effort challenges 
— it is commendable to take a hazard. 
Even if one loses by it, he has no regret 
that he did his best to help — taking the 
chance, risking the result. 

We are just bringing this thought of 
hazards in here, fellows, as we take a 
look at Abram; for if ever a man took 
a hazard, it was Abram. He not only 
broke loose from. moorings — business, 
social, traditional, religious, and other- 
wise; but he launched forth “to where 
he knew not.” Doubtless, his friends and 
neighbors said he was a fool. 

Risky enough to wrench from a secure 
and established place all of one’s family 
and servants and cattle and goods and 
store, to go to some definitely known 
country, with the safety of the journey 
assured; but to depart for a land un- 
known and unannounced — that .was the 
height of folly! This attitude of his 
friends must have made the test of 
Abram’s faith in God all the more severe. 
But his faith stood the test — “and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went” 
(Heb. 11:8), trusting God’s wisdom to 
guide and God’s power to keep him. 
Abram was obeying God’s call to “get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto 
a land that I will shew thee” and he was 
taking God at his word, promising to 
make of him a great nation, to bless him 
and make him a blessing. He was obey- 
ing the call, although it involved the 
greatest. hazard he had ever taken. 

Fellows, you know the result. God ful- 


beyond all that Abram could imagine. 
He always does. God cannot break a 
promise—if the conditions are met: 
Abram met the conditions and there was 
glorious fulfillment. 

Just one point for today, out of all the 
rich lessons in the call of Abram: it is 
this: you can well afford to.take a hazard 








the hazard with God—and if it is with 


filled his covenant with Abram — even 


God it is no hazard. It is a “dead sure 
thing.” But remember this, fellows: you 
want to be very sure that God calls. 
People sometimes do foolish and fool- 
hardly things in the name of religion; 
they fall into disaster and fail of any 
worthy result. No need for that. When 
God calls, it is a clear call. If one is 
in doubt about it, he is warranted in 
waiting until the call is so plain he can- 
not mistake it. But let his waiting be 
on God — not on his own inclinations. A 
lot of fellows are in confusion and doubt 
today about what they should do. They 
are doubtless listening too much to men 
and too little to God; they are not giving 
God the opportunity nor the time to talk 
to them; not seeking by the searching of 
his Word and by prayer to know. Just 
ask and wait; then ask again, and wait. 
Sooner or later he will make it known to 
you. Most likely then you will see the 
hazard, but ‘let it not terrify you. God 
will see ‘you through — gloriously through. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Some Great Questions Answered in 
Genesis: 

3. What is the great adventure? 

(1) How can I find mine? 

(2) How can I follow it? 

(3) What will I get by it? 
F YOUR girls have seemed interested 
in this plan to find answers to some 
of life’s great questions in this first book 
in our Bible perhaps it will grip them 
further to suggest some that are ahead: 
This week: What is the great adventure? 
Next: What is true friendship? Then, 
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later on, What is worth while? And, 
Where is God? Is ambition right or 
wrong? and so on. Then our Review 
will be, Answers I have found in Gene- 
sis. If these are not the questions your 
girls are asking, find out what they are 
and you will probably find that this mar- 
velous old Book will answer them — many 
of them—and so deepen your girls’ in- 
terest and delight in the Bible. 

But to our question for this week: 
What is the great adventure? Suppose 
one of your girls could find and achieve 
such a great adventure that some four 
thousand years hence she and it would 
still be talked about, still interesting to 
the modern world of that time! 

Well, you have one to offer for her 
study that has been so talked about and 
will be for ages. You have to tell her of 
a very wealthy young man and his beau- 
tiful, but childless wife, who gave up 
home, position, family, riches to follow 
the gleam of an inward call, going out 
from all, “not knowing whither he went,” 
looking for that “city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God.” Taking only that 
“Princess” of a wife, and his orphaned 
nephew, and his old father who died on 
the first part of the journey, this adven- 
turer for God lost not heart nor faith 
during long, long miles and long, long 
years while he fared on and on, and 
waited and believed to’ see God’s promise 
made good in a land he could call home 
and in a son to perpetuate his family, 
through whom the blessing could come. 

And what was that promise that held 
Abram to this journey and this hope? 
Read aloud Genesis 12: 1-3 to find that 
God promised him a great blessing, and 
to make him a great blessing even to 
“all families of the earth.” Who ever 
began an adventure with a greater goal? 
And just what was Abram’s adventure? 
It was believing God — that was all, and 
that is, indeed, all. He heard his call, 7, 
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for God, because when you do, you take Write 
Revelation Cruise, 603 Drexel Building, Philedelphia 
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Christian Fellowship 


A Real Bible Conference—A Refreshing Vacation 


On July 14, 1932, D.V., the Transylvania, a 
Cunard liner of 23,000 tons displacement, will 
sail from New York on a most unusual and delight- 
ful mission—the REVELATION CRUISE. 

In the eight days of her journey she will visit Ber- 
muda and Nova Scotia. She will be filled to capacity 
with eight hundred Christian people, assembled 
for this wonderful conference. 

If you are aboard you will hear H. A. Ironside, 
Capt. Reginald Wallis, William Allan Dean, Will 
Houghton and Donald Grey Barnhouse, speak; 
you will sing under the leadership of Homer 
Hammontree at three fine meetings a day; you 
willenjoy deck sports, see new places, make new 
Christian friends; you will have a glorious time, 
resting, playing, and above all you will enjoy 
‘being in company with those who love the Lord 
and you will learn more of Him. 

The speakers have been selected with great care, 
some especially for the young people. There 
will be plenty to do every minute, but time to 
rest if you wish. 
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Revelation Cruise, Dept. R  SST-4-39 
603 Drexel Bidg., Philadelphia 


| am interested in further information 
about the cruise. 
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Don’t Forget the Jews 


‘Jewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say “ Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’ 
No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


I HE pure product is 


always the best. No 
crudities of fact or lan- 

















guage mar the AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBLE.... it 
is the most perfect and 
accurate version of the 
Bible ever printed. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 Fourth Ave., |New York 
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Study Your Bible 
By Correspondence 


16 Systematic, Comprehensive 
Inexpensive Courses. Special‘ 
rates for classes. Write for 
particulars. Correspondence 
Seheol, Bible Institute of 
Les Angeles, S40 So. Hope 
St., Les Angeles, Calif. 











Here’s a golden opportunity to make 
money and establish a permanent, prof- 
itable business. Connect with a trust- 
worthy, well managed company Sell a 
product that repeats rapidi ty ond Pays a 
splendid profit TO YOU! rite at once 
for exclusive territory 3 
AMAZUL PRODUCTS CO., P. 0. Box 3464, Dept. N 
Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 













In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


found his trail, he followed it, he- kept 
the faith — did he find the blessing? Have 
we found the blessing in him, promised 
through him, we who belong to one of 
those “families of the earth” he was to 
bless? You must be ready so to tell the 
story of Abraham’s whole life, its essen- 
tial facts, as to show your girls that he 
was so blessed; and surely we who know 
his Son, by race and faith, as our Sav- 
iour, have been so blessed in him. 
But now (1, 2, and 3 above) “How can 
I find my great adventure and follow it? 
and what shall I get thereby?” ask your 
girls. Do they want one that will perish 
in the achieving, be forgotten as soon as 
the next “thriller” takes the stage? Or 
one that will live on in men’s minds and 
hearts to bless their lives, as Abraham’s 
is blessing theirs this day? Then let them 
simply believe God and obey him, heed- 
ing his directions as fast and as far as 
he makes them known — only — and see 
what blessings he will pour out upon them 
and through them! Know the road? 
Neither did Abram, but God did then, 
and God does now. Is not that enough? 
Sg adventure with God! Who will take 
it 
Home Study 

This question-and-answer book you are 
making ‘this Quarter none need ever see 
but you and God. Could you write in it, 
this week, your own desire for such an 
adventure, and your promise to “believe 
God” and walk with him al! the way, 
while you memorize either Genesis 12: I- 
3 or Hebrews 11: 8-10? Find that beau- 
tiful hymn, “In heavenly love abiding” 
and you will want to memorize that, too. 

Decatur, Ga. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
HRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTI1AN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNbay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 


If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What would lead us to think that 
God definitely called Abram before he 
lived in Haran? 


2. How did Abram fail in his obedi- 
ence to this call? 


3. How old was Abram when he was 
called the second time? 


4. How did he fail in complete obedi- 
ence to this call? 


5. What reassurances did God give 
Abram when he finally arrived in the land 
to. which God had called him? 


6. How did the promises that God 
made to Abram correspond with the 
things God asked him to give up? 


wy 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of April 10) 


. We have one illustration of how Adam 
rk the names. In naming the woman he 
said: “This is now bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” This 
suggests that Adam named the animals ac- 
cording to the characteristics that he ob- 
served. His naming. of woman was indeed 
- example of profound and yet simple. wis- 

om. 


2. This is a historical narrative and there 
would be no reason for supposing anything 
else. The rivers were real rivers, including 





the Tigris and Euphrates. Everything about 
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Eden was as real as the gold of the land of 
Havilah. 


3. Our Lord Jesus Christ quoted from 
Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 as the Word of 
God, and as historical statements, basing on 
them his teaching concerning divorce (Matt. 
19: 4-6) 

4. “Satan” means adversary, enemy; 
“Lucifer” means light-bringer, or morning 
star, and “Devil” (diabolos) itself means 
false accuser. 


5. “Prince of this world” (John. 12: 31) ; ; 
“prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2 
2); “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4); isthe 
dragon, that old serpent” (Rev. 20: 2); 
“that wicked one” (1 John 5: 18); “the 
evil one” or oo wicked one 6: 
13; 13:19, 38; 1 John 2:13; 3%) 
“a roaring lion” (1 Pet. §:8); “a mur- 
derer . . . a liar and the father thereof” 
(John 8: 44); Mego ried (Matt. 12: 24); 
“Belial” (2 Cor. 6:15) all these, beside 
“the devil” (Matt. was I, etc.), are used in 
Scripture for “Satan” (Luke -22: 3, etc.). 
If any doubt his personality let them study 
the records of ‘his deeds! 


6. See Jude 8 and 9, where even the arch- 
apgei Michael, in contention with Satan, 
“dared not bring a railing judgment against 
him,” but left the “rebuke” with the Lord. 
Our Lord said, prophetically, that he saw 
Satan fall from heaven. See Luke ro: 18. 


7. Nowhere else is this so vividly por- 
trayed as in the story of Job, particularly 
in the first two chapters. 

8. Surely that Satan could tempt our Lord 
h'ftself reveals his power beyond any other 
things recorded of him in ‘all the Bible: Read 
again Luke 4: 1-13. Can we wonder, then, 
that he tempted Eve? 

9. One difference was that man had an 
outside tempter. Satan sinned of his own 
deliberate choice, which evidently made a 
difference in the matter of possibility of 
repentance. Man was made in the image 
of God, and God planned to take hold of 
him or salvation, but not of angels (Heb. 
ait 

ro. Our first parents were tempted in the 
garden, in the midst of plenty. Our Lord 
was tempted in the wilderness, after forty 
days of hunger and thirst. The temptation 
made the same threefold appeal, namely to 
the bodily appetite, to the desire to get pos- 
session of that which the eye could see, and 
to the ambition to accomplish things. Our 
first parents were able not to sin, and they 
were able to sin. Our Lord, who was God 
as well as man, could not sin, but he could 
be tempted, for temptation is not sin. The 
temptation was as real as the hunger was. 


11. The forty years that Israel spent in 
the wilderness are referred to as the day 
of temptation, and Israel there gave way to 
the threefold temptation, resulting in the 
sins of lust, and covetousness (idolatry), and 
pride. Our Lord quoted Deuteronomy three 
times, and each quotation was from a mes- 
sage from Moses to the children of Israel 
as he reviewed the experiences in the wil- 
derness. 
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12, “Sin is any want of conformity unto, 
or transgression of the law of God.” 


13. Grace (Rom. 5: 20). 

14. Romans 5: 21. 

15. t John-1: 7. 

16. Confession (1 John 1:9). 





Children at Home 





Timmy Coney 
By Esther Dalziel Hooey 


IMMY CONEY might well be called 

Timid Coney, for he is a very timid 
little fellow, but like all of his kind he 
is wise, which is about as good as being 
brave. He is a kind of rabbit and lives 
in the mountains of the West. He builds 
his home in a crevice in the rocks away 
up in the mountains or hills. Being a 
feeble little fellow he needs to live in a 
safe place, so that when an enemy appears 
he can run into his home and be safe. 

The Timmy Coney I am going to tell 
you about lived in the Rocky Mountains, 
and one bright summer day he was out 
sunning himself on a big rock near his 
home when he began to think that it was 
time he was gathering hay for winter. 
“Make hay while the sun shines,” was 
what Timmy’s mother had told him when 
he was a little baby, and he tried to obey, 
for he sleeps most of the winter, and if 
he has plenty of hay stored in his home 
he has nothing to fear no matter how 
cold and frozen everything is outside. 

He was soon busy cutting grass to 
make hay when Mr. Porcupine came 
along, but he did not bother with Timmy, 
for drops of rain were beginning to fall, 
while the sun went under a cloud, and 
Mr. Porcupine was anxious to get into 
the shelter of his home. Timmy did not 
want his hay to get wet, so he began to 
carry it to a sheltered place where the 
rain could not touch it. While he was 
doing this he did not see an enemy who 
was watching him. It was an enemy he 
dreaded very much, Mr. Weasel. As 
soon as Timmy saw him his heart began 
to beat so loudly he shook with terror. 
He blamed himself for going so far from 
his safe home. “I will never do it again 
if I can only escape this time,” he said 
to himself. 

His bright eyes looked in every direc- 
tion for a place to run to for safety, while 
his round ears listened for every sound. 
His blunt little nose went “Sniff, sniff, 
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Lesson for April 17 


sniff,” ‘and his heart began to fill with 
hope as he smelled a familiar smell. 
Surely it must be that the home of some 
other coney was near. Mr. Weasel was 
coming nearer and nearer, when Timmy 
spied a hole in the rock near where he 
was. He made one leap and jumped in as 
quickly as he possibly could. On and on 
he went until he got to a place where 
Mr. Weasel could not possibly get at 
him. He was safe now, unless the owner 
of this home came and chased him out 
again. He kept very quiet, and his heart 
did not beat so loudly. 

‘When Timmy had stayed long enough 
to feel sure that his enemy had gone, he 
went out and ran to his own home, glad 
that he had escaped. ‘ 


Toronto, CAN. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Apr. 24. Opportunities for Life Investment. 
Matt. 25 : 14-29. 

May 1. Finding My Place in Life. John 21: 
15-17. (Consecration Vocations meeting.) 





Sunday, April 17 


Putting Purpose into Life 
(Phil. 3 : 12-16) 





Mon.—Purposes: to know God (Phil. 3: 
7-11). 

Tues.—To teach (Prov. 1 : 1-9). 

Wed.—To preach Christ (Phil. 1 : 12-21). 

Thurs.—To be a healer (Matt. 10:1, 5-8). 

Fri—To be like Christ (Rom. 8: 29). 

Sat.—To achieve success (2 Tim. 2: 15). 











What is one big life purpose? 
How do some life purposes fail? 
What sort of life purpose would you choose? 


RTISTS have a maxim that states, 

“You can’t work by two lights.” And 
so an artist arranges his subject so that 
the principal light will come from one 
direction only. There may be secondary 
lightings to bring out the modeling or 
texture of the subject but, if the artist 
hopes for a pleasing result, he will use 
only one clear, strong light. 

God’s Word makes it plain that the 
Christian if he is successfully to run the 
race God has set before him, must have 
one clear fixed purpose, The Lord Jesus, 
you will remember, safd, “No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise -the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon” (Matt. 6:24). 

In our Scripture lesson Paul re-em- 
phasizes the necessity for a fixed purpose 
when he speaks of pressing “toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” The goal that 
Paul is talking about in this fourteenth 
verse he has already explained in verse 
12. It is fully to seize that for which 
Christ himself has called each of us, — 
to realize the fulfillment of God’s expec- 
tation in us. 

b) 4 


But notice that there is something else 
of importance beside the goal. A brilliant 
paragraph writer said once, “A man may 
have noble aims, and yet be a very poor 
shot.” It is a fine thing te have a good 
mark. But to have the perseverance and 
skill to hit the mark is: something else. 
We are not to think that our task is done 
when we have chosen the goal. So Paul 
emphasizes the need for pressing forward 
toward the goal. 

Again in Hebrews 12:1, 2 Paul urges 
us to run with “patience,” or persever- 
ance, the race that is set before us. God 
promises to show us the course and to 
supply the.strength with which to run, 
but he expects us to run. 

ye 


The purpose for which God has called 
us is not to be obtained, Paul tells us, 
by looking backward. We are to forget 
those things that are behind and to stretch 
forward in the race. It is so easy to 
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brood on our failures and to pity ourselves 
instead of surrendering these failures to 
Christ and trusting him for the future. 
In Hebrews 12 we find we are to run, 
“looking unto Jesus.” He has not only 
set the goal, but he is the One who has 
laid out the course for us, and the One 
who will bring us through if we will trust 
him. 
ye 
It may seem many times, as we run 
the Christian race, that it is difficult to 
keep our hearts and minds set upon the 
one great. purpose, — knowing Christ and 
realizing ‘his expectation of us. There are 
many ‘things that call us to this side or 
that. There are weights that would hin- 
der tis from pressing forward. But here 
again Paul gives us the secret when he 
says, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” Our “looking 
unto Jesus” in the race includes looking 
away from all else. It includes looking 
to him for that fixity of purpose that shall 
enable us to run faithfully and persever- 
ingly. It includes looking to him for the 
strength and determination with which to 
fling aside every weight and the sin of 
doubt and unbelief that so easily besets 
us, 
5) 4 
Shall we not then, with great confi- 
dence in our “Author and Finisher,” 
choose as our great purpose the one that 
he has already chosen for us, and then 
trust him to enable us to work it out 
moment by moment, every step of the 
way? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
V3 
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CurisTIAN WorKERS— 
Make $20-$50 Wkly. SALESMEN 


LERT Christians make good money as our 
local repr:sentative. You can earn quickiy 
or add to family income by introducing 

“The Hible in My Everyday Life,” a new 

work making accessible the inspiring riches 

of selected Bible verses under easy subject 
headings. 


Sells because it serves. New, easy plan of 
practical Bible study. Endorsed highly by 
the editors of this magazine, other leading 
publications, and prominent scholars and 
preachers. Low price. Beautiful binding, 
Speak first for your community. Write today 
for details. 


SYSTEM BIBLE COMPANY 
Dept. B.S. One W. Linwood Blyd. Kansas City, Me. 











For Family Worship ‘) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa,) 


April 11 to 17 

Mon.—Genesis 12:1-9. The Call of Abram, 

God unfolds his “call” as we obey. 
Abram was called to “a land” (v. 1); 
then to “the land” (v. 5), and finally, 
specifically, “this land” (15:18). He 
was to separate even from kindred who 
could not share his call and vision. It 
is hard to push on in the will of God 
against protesting parents, or even wife 
or children, but life and service is other- 
wise bound in shallows and misery. To- 
day compromise, not separation, is the 
rule, and the vigor of the church is being 
sapped by a devilish toleration of Mod- 
ernism. 

(The prayer suggestions this week are 
taken from the European Harvest Field.) 


Prayer Succestrons: Pray for the 
50,000 preachers, 1,700,000 young people 
in Christian groups, and 7,700,000 evan- 
gelical Christians in Russia, according to 
1930 Communist statistics; for the Gideon 
Band of 300 youth in Manchuria. 


<STues.—Acts 7:1-7. Abram’s Obedience. 

: Abraham laughed once when God said 
that he at ninety-nine and Sarah at ninety 
would have a son. He made a mistake 
in trying to secure his heir by marrying 
Hagar. But upon the whole he staggered 
not at the promises (Rom. 4:20), not 
even when God tested him through the 
offering up of Isaac. His believing and 
obeying were rewarded by continual in- 
timate appearances of God to him, with 
far less fear upon his part than that ex- 
perienced by most of God’s patriarchs of 
old. It is the same “God of glory” who 
calls us to separation and obedience (v. 
2). 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for Mr. 
Badantseff and others preaching Christ 
to the two hundred refugees a week, 
starved, naked, and sick, coming out from 
Russia into China, 


Wed.—Genesis 14 : 17-24, 
Melchizedek Blesses Abram. 
Melchizedek is a King-Priest of God, 
— “El Elyon,” the “Possessor of heaveh 
and earth,” —and ministers to both the 
Semitic and Hamitic races, the Canaan- 
ites belonging to the latter. He is a type 
of our Lord’s royal high priesthood, 
Christ, being of Judah and not Levi, and 
therefore not of the Aaronic priesthood. 
Melchizedek is one of the last representa- 
tives of the revelation to Adam and to 
Noah, original divine truth disappearing 
in the increasing idolatrous apostasy, 
which was the necessity for the call of 
Abram to found a nation which would 
preserve the oracles of God. In this read- 
ing is recorded reciprocal blessing — God 
(El Elyon) making over his gift of the 
world to Abram, and Abram giving to 
God all the glory of his victory an ear- 
nest of his final universal possession (1 
Cor. $:22; Rom. 4223). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for Car- 
pathian Russia, where the door for evan- 
gelization is open; for blessing to follow 
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the recent visit of James Ewke, M.D., of 
Prague, and the continuous ministry of 
John Kovalchuk. 


Thurs.—Genesis 17 : 1-8, 
God’s Covenant with Abram. 
Its formation is described in Genesis 
12: 1-4 and confirmed in 13! 14-17; 15: I- 
7, and here, Its seal Was circumcision. 
Its sevenfold character may be studied 
from these passages. Individuals and 
nations have been blessed or cursed as 
they did good or evil to the Jew. Assyria 
and Babylonia are gone, but Persia, where 
Ahasuerus and Cyrus blessed, and Egypt, 
which harbored both the people and the 


Son, yet remain. § expelled the 
Jews; ritain, id to” 
great extetit were food to them. 


The World War was resultless until 
Britain promised Palestine to Zionism. 
Jewry has never, even under David and 
Solomon, possessed her promised boun- 
daries, This covenant is unconditional. 


Prayer Svuccestion: Pray for the 
work among Soldiers in Czechoslovakia 
of Charles Lukest, not without some en- 
couragement so far. 


Fri.--Exodus 3:1-12. The Call of Moses. 

“He who first attempted the great un- 
dertaking without God’s call, expecting 
success from his own powers, in the end 
never undertook anything without God’s 
guidance. His hastytimpetuosity of spirit 
in a right cause .. . Bpro. place to meek- 
ness, patience, tendernéshim az, suffering 
under wearing provocatere~ trials 
from the stiffnecked people, « 7 persever- 
ing endurance never surpass ( Num, 12: 
3; 27:16. . . . He would not ‘let God 
alone,’ ‘standing before God in the breach 
to turn away his wrath’ from Israel (Psa, 
106: 23).”—Canon Fausset. 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for the 
Prayer Secretary of the European Har- 
vest Field, Miss Margaret Griffith, 1213 
North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
in establishing widespread groups; for 
funds to put this magazine, ably edited by 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, in the hands of many 
missionary societies as a textbook. 


Sat.—Acts 9:1-9. The Call of Saul. 

Saul was the most unlikely and most 
difficult man in sacred history for God 
to “call.” But is there not good fishing 
for men among these difficult and seem- 
ingly impossible cases? Paul says of 
himself that he was spiritually a seven 
months child. In this he was a _fore- 
glimpse of Israel’s new birth at the ap- 
pearing of the Lord in glory, when the 
weary world will be blessed by a whole 
nation of Pauls, and when there will 
finally come the conversion of the world 
(Acts 15:17). He was fitted by his 
Greek schooiing at Tarsus, his Roman 
citizenship, and his Hebrew studies with 
Gamaliel to be the cosmopolitan mission- 
ary to the world of his day. Paul has 
something to say about this purpose of his 
call in his address before Agrippa (Acts 
26: 16-18). 

Prayer Succestion: ‘Pray for Isaac 
Sofer and kis*work ncar Warsaw among 
his own people the Jews; for a co-operat- 
ing worker of the Mildway Mission, Wil- 
liam Joffe; for Moses Gitlin, and co- 
workers gone to Polesia and Volynia on 
an evangelizing tour. 


Sun.—Hebrews 11 : 8-19. 
Faith is the Victory. 
One of the greatest railroad presidents 
of the United States lay upon his death- 
bed. He sent for a freight handler, whom 
he knew as a pronounced Christian, to 
tell him the way to be saved. When a 
minister later visited him, he said to him, 
“I find that all my life I have been do- 
ing second things.” Verses 14, 15 tell us 
that “God’s anointed never settled on 
earth.” Abraham could have voluntarily 
returned to Ur, which he voluntarily de- 
serted to live as a pilgrim in a tent. The 
patriarchs in this roster of faith could 
at any time have returned to a welcoming 








world. So could we. But God is not | 
ashamed of those who set their affections | 
on things that are above. | 
Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the | 
Turkish Bible Class of Moostafa Mah- | 
moud Belber at Philipople in Bulgaria; | 
for the pressing need of support, as re- 
ported by the Rev. Paul L. Mishkoff. 
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{Lesson for April 17) APRIL 2, 1932 





Behold, a sower went forth to sow 


—Matthew 13:3 


AND WHO DOES NOT ENVY HIM? 


And yet, while some may tramp the fallow fields or the flinty 
places of earth with the Seed of God's Word, others who cannot 
thus serve may back up the spiritual sowers by their prayers, 
their financial support, and their fellowship. 


HOW TO SOW GOSPEL SEED 


This is taught at The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago — and 
No Tuition is asked for the teaching. Friends and donors, some- 
times through much personal sacrifice, have stood back of the 
consecrated young men and women who were learning effective 


methods of sowing the Word of God in the hearts of peoples 
of every nation. 


WILL YOU STAND BACK OF THE SOWER? 


Perhaps the Spirit of God may lay it upon your heart to re- 
member the training work of the Moody Bible Institute in a 
special offering, in the making of a will, or especially in the 
securing of an ANNUITY CONTRACT, from which you may 
derive a needed income while you live (rates from 4% to 10%) 
and minister to the training of the sowers who go forth to sow, 
when your earthly days are numbered. A marvelous opportuni- 
ty for doing good, while ministering to personal necessity. Ask 
for details regarding 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ANNUITY CONTRACTS 


Please clip and return the Coupon 





“]WE INVITE YOUR INQUIRY} 
‘Fhe MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE of Chicago, Bureau of Annuities (Dept. S.S. 4) 
153 Institute Place, Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois 


Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, please tell me How I may secure a gen- 
erous and assured income during my life, and () How I may provide for a survivor. 





Address 





City tate 





Date of Birth__ __. Survivor's Dace of Birth 
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